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That there is nothing in the 
- Contrary to: * ER 
or: ABOVE: | 
And that no Chriftian Doctrine ,- - 
can be properly call'd De. 
We need not def 4 better Evidence that any Mia vin the © 
prong, thas to bear bim declare agaixſt Reaſon, and thereby | 
' acknowledg that Reaſon is agatſtbim, ABp Tilloifon, RE 
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Believe all Men will readily 
allow that "none ſhould hk ; 
with more aw = and Aſſt y- 
rance than he that defends or ulu- 
ſtrates the Truth. But if we credit 
the Hiſtory of former 1mme, or duly 
Conft der what paſſes m the preſent, 
we ſhall fmd none more backward 
to ſpeak their Mmds m Moy than 
ſuch as have Right on their ide. 
Hdeed the Goodneſs of of their Canfe 
and Defion ſhouid fornify* em, one. 
tvould think, againſt all os At- 
tacks of their Enemies : Nor are 
ther e wanting frequent Examples of 
A 2 TT 5 


_The' Preface! | 
Perſons, who with unſhaken Con- | 
ftancy ſuffer d the moſt diſgraceful 
and violent things for love of the | 
Truth, Net if we make a juſt Com- - | 
putation, and take in the Primitive | 
Martyrs with the Prophets and 4- 
poſtles themſelves, the profeſs'd De- 
fenders of Truth, only for Truth's | 
ſake, will be found to be a ſmall | 
handful with reſpeft to the numerous | 
Partizans of Error. | 
And ſuch is the deplorable Ca { 
dition of our Age, that a Man dares | 
not openly and direfly own what he | 
thmks of Divine Matters, tho it i 
be never ſo true and beneficial, if | 
it but very ſlightly differs from 
what 1s recelV'd by any Party, or 
that ts eſtabliſh d by Law ; but be 
is either forc'd to keep perpetual Si- 
lence, or to propoſe his Sentiments 
' to the World by way of Paradax 
under 


The Dickies 


Y unde 4 borrow or fictitious Name. 


& To mention the- leaſt part of the 
Woo venarces they. expoſe them- 
Wo to, Who have the Conrageto 


= a& more above-board, is too melan- 
© choly « Theme, and viſible enough 
MJ to be lamented by all thatare truly 
8 PROTe and vertuouss. 
The Pravity of moſt Mens Dif. | 
| po tions, and the Ambition of par- 
© ticular Perſons makes this Matter 
| 1 leſs flrange in Politick and 
; W Secular Aﬀairs ; ; and Jet a Man 
W may not only make new Diſcoveries 
9 21d Improvements in Law or Phy- | 
| and in the other Arts 4 
Sciences impunibly, but alſo for ſo 
Y doing be deſervedly encourag'd and 
rewarded. But Sondirfal? ! That 
the ſacred Name of Relizion which 
founds nothing but Sanfiity, Peace 
= wig 6 ſhould be fo univer- 
A 2  falh 
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ſally abus 4 fo patronizg ambition 
Tmprery and Contention | And 
what 1s our higheſt Intereſt perfe&- 

Rea- | 
ſons afterwards to be laid open). both | 


: be- maintain'd to be wes ond | 


Very mduſtriouſly made ſo! Nay, 


it is come to this, that Truth meets 


no Where with ſtronger Oppoſition, 


than from many of thoſe that raiſe 


the londe je Cry about it, and would | 


be taken for no leſs than the only | 
Diſpenſ; ers of the Favours and Ora- | 


cles of Heaven, If any has the 
Furnmeſs to touch the minuteſs thing 


that brings them Gain 'or Credit, 
he's preſently purſu'd with the £5 | 


and Cry of Hereſy : And, if be 


values their Cenſares, compell'd-to 
renke bononrable nant or if he 


proves contumacious, he falls a Sa- 


erifice, - at "on 7 his Repwtati- 


; 0, 


The Prefac = 
to. their impldcable Hatred, 


b Ade is be like, we may te fare, 
IJ to receive fairer Quarter from the 
= declar'd Antagoniſts of Religion, 
i whoſe Principles, as they trample 
Y %pon all Equity and Truth, ſo they 
oblige 'em to hate and male(# the 
| ſtrenuous Aſſertors of theſe and all 

. other Yertues, But of ſuch - 
preſſing Conſiderations enough ! 

Notwithſtanding which, 1 have 
J ventur d'to publiſh this Di iſcourſe, 

W de/tgning thereby to reftify, as much 
as I'm able, the narrow bigotted 


= Tenets of the One, and the moſt 


impious Maxims of the Other. | 
| No Atheiſt or Infidel- of any 
kind - can juftly be angry with me 
for meaſuring Swords with them, 
and attacking them only with the 
Weapons they preſcribe me. The 
true Chriftian canno more. be offend. 
LT 2 ed 


_ Fhei Preface, 
ed | when'he finds me wit Reaſon; 5 


not to enerVate.or perpl ex, but to 
confirm and elucidate Revelation" F 
unleſs he is apprehenſive 1 ſhould 
render_it too clear tomy ſelf,” or too i 
| familiar - ta, others, which are-Ab-, | 
ſurdities no Body will own, © 1 bope | 
to, make it appear, that the \Mfe of | 
Reaſon i is not ſo dangerous im Reli- 
9103 as. it is commonly repreſented, 
"and that too by ſuch as mightily eX- 
tol.it when it ſeems to favour 'em, 
Jet vouch{afe it not- a hearing when | 
it makes againſt them, but oppoſe |} 
its 0n Authority to it ſa. Theſe | 
are bigh Privileges indeed, and the 
fureſt Means of having aloey the | 
betteir of the Diſpute that could poſ- « | 
(9) be devisd,  - 
That the miſtaken Uabaliover 
a) not. ſay [ ſerve, a Hypothefts 'Y 
m the f Pſener of my. Faith, like 


ſome 
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[ame who fot imagine or receive an 
| Opinion and then ſtudy Proofs-to 
eſtabliſh it, 1 ſolemnly qeclare the 

= thmg' is mach otherwiſe ; and that 
I 7-hold nothing as an Article of my. 
Y Religion, but what the higheſt Eve. 
& dence ford me to embrace,” © For 
W brme educated, from my Cradle, in 
the groſſeſt Superſtition and I1do- 
© latry, God was pleas d to make my 
Y own Reaſon, and ſuch as a4 
i 4/2 of theirs, the happy Inſtruments 
3 of my Converſion, Thus T have 
W ben very early accuſtom'd to Exa- 
= mation and Enquiry, and tanght 
JJ not to captivate my Un derſtanding 
Jl 120 more than my Senſes to any Man 
or Society whatſoever. Now the 
beſt Method, I think, of communica- 
tg" too bers the Truth, is that 
by ms a _ an earns it him: 


__ <P 
That 


- That the well. meaning Chriſtian 


may not ſuſpeft, as it falls ont'very 
ordinarily, that T aim at more than 


T. declare, and cunningly diſguiſe 
ſome bad Principles under the fair 
Pretence of defending the true Re- 
ligion ; 1 afſure him that 1 write 
with all the Sincerity and Simplictty 
imaginable, being as throughly con- 
vincd of what I maintain, as I can | 
be of any thinzg. Tf any good Man | 

fhould after this Proteſtation per- |þ 

feſt to think hard of me, it muſt 
needs proceed from violent Prepoſe 


feffions : fe or Very few can be found 


that are not deeply engag d in ſome 8 


of ofe ſort or another, for which a | 
due Allowance muſt be made. Edow | 
fond are we all apt to be of what we 
tearnd:m our Youth, as the Sight 
or Remembrance of the Places 
"you we paſt that agreeable Time, 

1 dhes 


[The Preface, 
does for angel) affe& us ! 4 Mother 


48.:more charm'd with the liſping 


| half form'd Words of her pratling 
| -Infant, than with the beſt Language | 
W 4d moſt ſolid Diſcourſes, That | 


any Upſtart, but of Yeſterday, ſhould 


8 pretend to overthrow what coſt the 


Antients ſo much Time and Breath 
to eſtabliſh, and themſelves ſo great 
= Pains and Charges to learn, is of 

Y hard Digeſtion to ſome. And when - 
i others are but prayd to explain 
MM their Terms, which commonly fag- 
I "if nothing, or what they muſt be 
W aſham'd to own that would never 
& t thought in an Error, they aremun- 
W cy, as an extravagant Merchant 
W #0 examine his Accompts:; and 'tis 
W well if they can reſtrain their Paſſi- 
ons, Not only .a few Men, but 
oftentimes whole Societies, whilſt 
they confader- Things but very ſuper- 


fictally, 


xii The Preface. 


ficially, ſet ſuch a Value upon certain. 
Sounds, as if they were the real 
Eſſence of all Religion. To queſti- 
on or rejeft anyof theſe, tho never 
fo falſe and inconvenient, is dange- 
_ rous Heterodoxy : | And yet, as 1 
 binted now, they either flgnify no- 
thing, or have been mvented by 
fome leading Men to make plain 
things obſcure, and not ſeldom to 
cover their own Tonorance. What 
is unpardonable, the holy Scripture 
7s put to the Torture to countenance . i 
this Scholaſtick Jargon, and allthe Wi 
metaphyſical ( himeras of its Au- WF 
thors. But the Weakneſs of the * 
exeateſt part of theſe Prepudices ts 
fo notorious, that to mention them 
# ſufficient Confutation : Nor ſhall 
T be otherwiſe mov'd with any thing 
of this Nature, than a prudent Man 
world be at the Declamations of 
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_ ſuch as have Recourſe to Railing 


when Reaſon fails them, 
» As for thoſe Gentlemen who ſug- 


geſt that. the Credulity of Popery 
bas frighted me to an unwarrant- 
able Diſtance from it ; T have no- 
thing to ſay for their Satisfattion, 
but that 1 dont envy them the cheap 
and commodious Mean they boaſt 
of, while I think Truth and Error 
T0 be the two Extreams. Religion 
is. not to be modell'd according to our 
W Fancies, nor to be judg'd of as it 
Ws relates to our private Deſto ONS » , elſe 
oF there would be full as many Creeds 
as Perſons : But how little ſoever 
| our Notions agree, and let our 
worldly Conveniences be what they 
will, Religion is always the ſame, 
like Godits Author, with whom 
there” is no Variableneſs, nor 


Shadow of changing. -— 
# 


_ The Preface, 
"If any ſhould ask me whether 1 
have ſo good an Opinion of my own | 
Abilities as to imaome that T can 
prove a rational Account may be gi» | 
ven of all thoſe jarring Dofrines, | 
ambiguous Terms, and puzling Dr- | 
ſtinftions which have for fo many jj 
Centuries {ufficiently exercis d the | 
Learned of all forts : T anſwer, | 
that T don't pretend (as the Title- | 
Page can teſtify) that we are able | 
to explain the Terms or Doftrines | 
| of this or that Hoe, Council or Nas | 
tion, (moſt of Br oY are impervions 
Myſteries with a witneſs) but the 
Terms and Dofrines of the Goſptl. | 
They are not the Articles of the 
 Eaftor Wet, Orthodox or Arian, 
Proteſtant or Papi$t, conſider*d 
as ſuch, that T trouble my ſel about, 
but thoſe of Jeſus Chris and bis| 
15nd And in managing this 
Argn: 


A aument with: "_ ww_ Lood 
Aftion, 1 don't merely rely upan-myy. -— 
MD) poor Attanmments, but. «fo | 
bon the Grace of- God, who, P | 


Wop, will enable me ts vindicate his 
; rveal '4 Will from the moſt- unjuſt 
BO rputations of ain nk and 
: b[curity. 
T may probably differ in 1m many 
mgs from Perſons deſervedly 
minent for-. their Learning - and 
Piety :; but that ought to be no 
fe vantage again me if Truth is 
a ly for me. Since Religion 
candor for reaſonable Crea- 
7 ures, "tis Convittion and not, Aus | 
ority that ſhould bear Weight with | 
bem. A wiſe and good Mon will 
idg of the Merits of a Cauſe cons 
der'd only in it ſelf, without- any 
eoard to Times, Places or Per+ 
Ps. No Numbers, no Exam 
[+44 ples, 
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bave none by falſe = unfan air C Ic f , 3 
quences make me. ſay. ha beerl F 


thought of ; ſo T would not be-told 13 


contradit any thing but Scripture? 
or Reaſon; which, I'm fare, agree, 
very Well toge ether. Nor. can” 4th 
a appear ſtrange that 1 ſhould inf if 

theſe Terms, ſmce 1 moſt rga- 
Fr ſubmit - my ſelf to then. aud} 


give all the World the ſame Rigby 


over me. TI am not therefore to bel 
| put out of Countenance by. vengrs- | 
ble Names, and pompous Citations, 
that have no Value but ſuch. 4s all 
4 Ruſt and _ give antient| 
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Cans God as wad hs are 
wee 'd by him, can preſcribe In- 
wmnitions relating to the World to 

come, whilſt humane Powers re- 

505 the Afﬀairs of this: Now, 
bo [peak' mare particularly concern- 

his the following Performance, T 

1 don't expe} any Deference ſhould 

38- paid me by the World,that ſpares 

19:0 body ; much leſs am T deſirous 

rel f nn out of Singularity © - 

2c But rather if the Reaſons I offer be 

it 20: cogent, I ſhall take in good 

part 4 modeſt and pertinent Ani- 

a-nadverſ1on. And if I am not ſo 
Wtpy im rendring things per ſpicuous 
ho others, as they ſeem to my ſelf, 

Wet 7 have fairly aim'd at it, and 

-WMpoke what I think to be Truth 
pithout Fear or Favour ; wherefore * 

y good Intentions will need 10 other 
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F  Words;by ſynonymous Terms of more 
Si JO: ani known Uſe": Thi 


" 1 the < —_— 


= ome « Poſſe ages-in = te fuk 8294- . 


| Reaſon, may - prove ſomewhat 'ob- | 
vp - ſeure to ordinary Readers.” :'Fbey 
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. nor are they of neceſſary Conſequence 43 


hae were mſerted, to-prevent"the 
» (foreſeen IWranglings of certain Men, * 
. \who ſtudy more to protra6t andper- 3 
plex than to termmate a Controver- | 


. . Thought will render them as fami- $ 
| | © liar as the reſt, Every where 
© elſe 1 have endeavour'd to. ſpeak 4 
Very intelligibly, and am 1ot with- | 
out Hope that my Aſſt ertions: do . 
. carry thetr own Linht along with} 
them. I have in many Places made| 


+. explanatory 'Repetitions of di foul : 


BY fi TV 7 grant; is of no Bersfit 
8 rniPhiloſopbers, but \tt"14 of conſt 
lealrable *Advaittage to the Vulgar, 
L which Fm far "from- negletting, - 
{ke thoſe who in every Preface tell 
us" they: neither court -noy care: 
F- them... \7 wonder how any can ſpeak 
at ithis rate, eſpecially of © thoſe 
| whos Very Buſmeſs it 15 to ſerve 
- the Vilgar, and ſpare them the 
| 'Labour of lony and painful Study, - 
: which their ordinary Occupations 
will not allow them. Lay-men pay 
; J 7 the Books and ator of +. 
8 Church-men for this very end : but 
- 8: I'm afraid fome of the latter will 
08 219: more *believe this, than that 
Um \ Magiſtrates to0 are made for the 
2 or hg L 
= Norcan any Gia _ Office of 
m7 . ehe\ Clergy "infer, - that the Valsar 
8: 4re ke impiidicly to-receive their drbi- 
mod} . az 


E | frary. DifFares, | no more « that Ton 
BH - 1 make over my Reaſon, ” [ ! . 
= 1 employ to read, tran ſcribe, - or col- 
left for me. The Learned. will 
not, contrary to the Experience of g 
their own Taſte, take theBrewer's 
or "4 Baker's Word for the Good- 
neſs of of Bread or Drink, tho igno- | 
rant of their Craft. And why way | 
not the Yulgar likewiſe be 7.00 | 
of the true Senſe of Things, tha 
they underſtand nothing of . the | 
Tongues from whence they are Lhan- | 
ſlated for their Uſe ? Cy Truth 7 is al- | 

ways and every where the ſame ; | 

And an unintelligible or abſurd 
Propoſition is to be never the more {| 

4+ reſpefled for beins antient or | 
_ ſtrange, for being originally writ- | 
ten in Latm, Greek or Hebrew, | 

Beſid des, a Divinity only intelligible i 

t0 JE? as live by it,. #s, in humane} 

Ts | Lan- | 


| a Trade - and 7 fee Ade 
how they can be ampry at the Name, 
that are 'h paſi fionately in love with 
| \ JA Thing, But ” this i in due 
| $277ce. 
Þ The Pror, who are not { þ- 
- 3 Þos 'd to "underſtand Philoſop ical 
Z Sy [tems 5 "ſoon apprehended the 
=” Arie between tbe plain' con- 
vincing Inſtruffions of Chriſt, and 
" We intricate ineffetual Declamati- 
e| | Ns of the Scribes. For the F- 
z  Rabbies, divided at that Time 
to Stoick, Platonick, and Pytha- 
' 2 Worean Sefts, &c. did, by a mad 
Wiberty of Allegory, nd 
e Scriptures to the Wild Specula- 
ons of their ſeveral Maſters. 
hey made the People, « who com- © 
ebended nothing of their Cabali- 
Wick Obſervations, believe *em to 


all profound Myſteries : and ſo 
ain. taught 
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courſe, 0 the Caſe of any Gf 


_ ans ; much iſh to the 4 0492- 


ſome Men prefs Obedience to theirl 
wn Conſlututions: and Diſcipline] 


has! ſfiriftly they enjoin the 'Ohfer- 


Thi Profac: 
taught *em.Subjeftida to Hemhonifh 
Rites, whilſt they ſet tbe" Fram of | 
God at nought -by their Tradituots.” 
No wonder et #: the diſintert ed. 
common fort, and the more mge- | 


nuous among the Rulers; didrejets \ | 
theſe nonſenſical Superſtitions; tho. 


:mpudently father'd upon Noles, | 
for a Religion ſuted _ the Gapa-| þ 
cities of all, delmeated, and youu , 
by ther own Prophets, - RF ol 

7 wiſh 710 pion of this, 
could be made,'in the following Dif. Þ 


pith 4a Flac an Rico , 


(comvmg m the mean white at" all 
Nonconformity to the Divine Law)) 


| Vationy 


| * bation: inf R—_ a wnſcr. ptural. 
| q remonies,, and the. Belief of thoſe: 
g | —_ Explanations of what: 
"ey tifly: bold themſelves to-be in" 
prpreben/eble; 1 ay, who -con-. 
Z 1 ders all this, is vehemently _temp=- 
'2 .to ſuſpe they a a-more- 
3,0 Wh/Þ Defign than that of- mſtruthe- 
;- ” op the Ignorant, or. converting”. 
dil U be Sinner. That any ſhould be 
. - Weted, deſpis'd, and moleſted , nay, 
is Wnetimes be charitably burn'd and 
1 wmn'd, for rejecting hoſe Fooleries. 
1 peradded, and. in :tmany Caſes. 
Wficued to the moſt bleſſed, 
al q we: and prafticable Reigion that. 
ur\# len could wiſh or enjoy, 4s Matter 
er 4/toniſhment and. Grief to ſuch 
1h 2refer the Precepts of God tothe 
allWventions of Men, -the: plain Paths, 
uw) Reaſon to. the inſuperable Lahys 
ers Ws: of the: Fathers, ,\ and tant 
7” a4 C bri- 
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| fink Ebervys to | Diabolical "wn x 
tiahriſtion Tyranny. 


uniler ſhane a Profeſſor of . that Fd 


But the common 4 of ka 


ing .aud ſupporting this Myſtery of 1- 
mgquity is ſtill more mtolerable. How 
many voluminous Syſtems, infinitely 
more difficult than the Scripture, 
mic[t be read with great Attention by 
bim that would be Maſter of the pre- 


fent Theology ? What a prod 1g10us 


Number of barbarous Words, (my-! 


ſterious no doubt) what tedious and) 
 immetbodical Dire&ions, what Ti-) 


diculous and diſcrepant Interpreta- 
tions muſt” you patiently learn and, 
obſerve, before you can” begin to| 


culty? The laſt and eaſieſt "part! 
of -your Labour will be, to- find his) 
Sentiments in the Bible; tho the) 
holy Pen-Men never thought «f | 
them, and Jan. never read ther ſa ; 
Frei 
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cy" pinks ' yoke were 4 | Schoot- 
2 t of you 7 own 


w that livd ens KE 4 

Refolution of adhermg to all 
be Expoſitions 4 your Party, ka 
w_ thins. Believe only, 4 

Foundation for all your # 
ories, that the Words of Scrip- 
re, tho never fo equivocal and 


Wrbiouous without the Context, may 
| pnify every where whatever they 


fronify: And, if this be not 
$ouzh, believe that every Truth is 


true Senſe of every Paſſage of 
cripture ; that 1s, that any thing 


ay be made of every thing : And 


ll not only find all the New Te- 
We in the Old, and all the Old 


the New; bur; T promiſe you, _ 


Rn re's NO Explication, thonever ſo 
Went, tho never fe contradiftory 


or 


XVI. The PrifacT 


or perplex'd, but you may-as coſy. 
eſtabliſh as admit. 74 Io 
But' I will not repeat-\ bit T1 
have  expreſly written of this >Mſat=" 
ter .in an Epiſtolary- Diſſertation, 
now lying by me, entituPd, Sy 
ſtems of Divinity exploded. | 
In the - following Diſcourſe, which | 
is the firſt of three, and wherein. | 
T. prove my Subject in general, 
the Divinity of the New Teſtament 
is. taken for granted ; ſo that it re» 

_ gards only Chriſtians immediately, 
and others but remotely, who are 
prayd to weigh my Arguments by. 
the ſaid Suppoſition. © In the next. 
Difcourſe, equally concerning Chris | 
ſtians. and others, I attempt-a\par-' 
ticular and rational Explanation of 
the reputed Myſteries of the Go- 
ſhel. 4nd in th third, [:demon-': 
cmd the Perity 9. Devine Reve-: 


lation 


"The Preface. Xoxvii 
lation: | | ſts Atheiſts : and: ult 


Enemies 'o reveal 'd Religion. 
| * This: ſeems to me tobe the beſt 
| Method ; for the Order of Nature: 
Y {+ in: your Syſtems of Divinity quite 
= inverted. They prove the Jutho- = 
= rity and P felt before they 
teach' the Contents of . Scripture ;" 
whereas the firſt #s in great meaſure - 
= known by the laſt. Flow can any 
& be ſure that the Scripture contains 
8 all things negeſſary to Salvation, till 
W be firft reads it over * Nay, bow 
| canhe. conclude it to be Scripture, 
or-the Word of God, till be exattly 
ſtudies it, to ſpeak now of- no other 
| Mears che: muſt uſe ? This Confu- 
| /ion then T have carefully avoided ; 
for I prove firſt, that. the true 
Religion muſt, neceſſarily. be reaſo«. 
Mt and intelligible. Next TI fhew, 


that theſe. requifite\ Conditions are. 
found 


—_—_ 


Axl The” Prefire, | 
found im Chriſtianity. But feel 
ing a Man of good Parts and Know- 
led may eaſily frame a clear and 
coherent Syſtem , T demonſtrate, 
Thirdly, that the Chriſtian Religion 
was not | Fi d after ſuch a manner,| 
but was divinely reveal'd from Heas| 
Vert.” Theſe three Subjefts I han- 
dle in as many Books ; whereof, 
as 1 faid before, the followins Diſ-| 
courle is the firſt. | 

Before T finiſh, 1 muſt take no-| 
tice of thoſe Gentlemen who love to if 
call Names in Religion : for what 
are all Party-Diſtinftions, but, 
according to them, ſo many ſorts of 
Elereticks, or Schiſmaticks, or ® 

worſe? But I aſſure them, that 1| 

am neither of Paul, nor of Ce- 
phas, nor of Apollos, but of the 

| Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who alone is 


the Author and Finiſher of my 
_ Faith. 


Tie Tekin 4 

Faith. 1 have as much Right to 
ave others call'd after my Name, - 
they to give me a Denomination, 
nd that is no Right at all. I ſay not ' 

bis to prevent being invidiouſly re- 

| reſented, d, according to a very com-. 
1992 drtifice, under the Notion of 
ny Se in the World that is juſtly 
unjuſtly hated by others. This 
ould be a poor C 06 Tip ins 
Weed { but it 1s my ſettFd Judgment, 
Wat the thing is unlawful in it ſelf 
i 4 good Chriſtian. Leaving others 
WeVertheleſs their Liberty in this 

Wont, imuft, ot leaft, be grant-. 
| inconvenient : for if you go un- 

-r the Name of a Lutheran, for 
tance, tho you agree with thoſe 5 
Communion but in the main Ar- 

2 yet their. Adverſaries will | 

bf fail upon occaſion to charge you 

th thoſe other Matters wherem yok ; 


di "_—_ 


diſſent 4nd ſhould you fy 
«clare * your Judgment, the” reſt 

| the Lutherans will not only 
"much offended, but be hw | 
| call your Smcerity m queſtion a i 
- every thmg be ies. The'd ay 
| Tains Tits 

ever_oun, f r my part, 
moſt glorious one of Heel 'a Chi 
=ſtian. 
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1he State of the Queſtion. 


HERE is nothing that 
Men make a greater 
Notſe about, in our 
__ Timeeſpecially,than 
hat they generally profeſs leaſt of 
Il to oat. It may beeaſily 
bncluded, I mean the Myſteries of 
be Chriſtian Religion. The Divines, 
hoſe peculiar Province 1t 1s to ex- 
lain them to others, almoſt unani- 
oully own: their - Ignorance con- 
erning them. They gravely tell us 
re muSt adore what we cannot com- 
ehexda: And yet ſome of %m_ 
reſs their dubious Comments up- . 
n\the Reſb of Mankind with 
aore Allurance and Heat, than 
B could 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious, 
could be tolerably juſtify*d, tho? 
we ſhould grant them to be abſo. 
lutely infallible.  'The worſt on't1s, 

they are not all of a Mind. If you 
be Orthodox to thofe, you are a He- 
retick to theſe. He that ſides with a 
Party 1s adjudg*d to Hell by the 
Reſt; and if he declares for none, 
he receives no milder Sentence from 


all. 

2. Some of *em ſay the Myſtere; 
of the Goſpel are to be underſtood 
cnly in the: Senſe of the Antient 
Fathers, But that 1s ſo multifarious, 
and inconſiſtent with 1t ſelf, as tof 
make it 1umpoſlible tor any Body to] 
believe fo many Contradictions 
once. They themſelves did cau- 
tion their Readers from leaning up- 
on their Authority, without the 
Evidence of Reaſoz : And thought 
as little of becoming a Rule of Faith} 
to their Poſterity, as we do to ours, 
Moreover, as. all the Fathers were 
not Authors, ſo we cannot proper- 
ly be ſaid to have' their genuine 
Senſe. The Works of thoſe rhat 
have written are wonderfully cor- 

EO” = FUPRL 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
rupted and adulterated, "or not els: 
rely extant : And; if they were, 
heir Meaning 15 much more ob- 
cure, and ſubject to Controverſy, 
han that of the Seripture, 

z. Others tell us we muſt be 
f the Mind of ſome particular 
Doors, pronounc'd Orthodox by 
he Authority of the Church. - But 
Is weare not a whit fatisfy'd with 
bY Authority .of that Nature, fo 

e ſee theſe ſame particalar Doftors 
Guts no more agree than the whole 
Jerd of the Fathers; but tragically 
eclaim'd againſt one another's 
ractices and Errors: That they 
7ere as InJuclicious, violent, and 

Qtious as other Men : That the ey 
vere for the greatelt part very Cres 
ulous and ſuperſtitious i in Religion, 

5 well as pitifully ; iZnorant and f{t- 
erficial in the minuteſt Punctilios 
f Literature. . In a word, that they 
vere of the ſame Nature and Make 
v1th our ſelves ; and that we know 
f no Pr ivilege above us beſtow*d 
pon them by Heaven, except Prio- 
Ity ot Birth, if that be one, as it's 
 B--g | "Ray 
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Chriſtianity not Myſterious, 


likely few will allow. 


4. Some give a deciſive Voice ut | 
the Unravelling of Myfterzes, and | 
the Interpretation of Scripture, toa þ 
General Council; and others to ore | 
Man whom they hold to be the 
Head of the Church univerſal upon | 
Earth, and the infallible Judg of all 
Controverſies. But we do not think 
| tuch Conrcs poſſible, nor (it they 
were) to be of more Weight than | 
the Fathers ; for they conſiſt of ſuch, | 
and others as obnoxious altogether i 
to Miſtakes and Paſhons : And be-| 
fides, we cannot have Recourlſle, as} 
to a ſtanding Rule, for the Solution | 
of our Difficulties, to a wonder by þ 
God's Mercy now more rarely ſeen 
than the {ecular Games of old. As] 
tor the oze Fadg of all Controverſies, 
we {ſuppoſe none but ſuch as are} 
ſtrongly prepoſſeſs'd by Intereſt or 
. Education can in good carneſt digeſt 


thoſe chimerical ſupreme Headſhips 
and Monſters of Infallibility. We} 
read no where in the Bzble of ſuch 
delegate Judges appointed by Chriii 
to ſupply Iis' Othce ; And Reaſon 

| | INa' 
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(riſtianity not Myſterious. 

manifeſtly proclaims them frontleſs 
ſurpers. Nor is their Power fi- 

ally diſtinguiſh'd fromthat of Coun- 
ils to this Hour, by the miſerable 
Admirers of both. 
| 5. They come neareſt the thing 
 A&vhoaffrm, that we are to keep to 
 vhat the Scriptures determine about = 
- {ESheſe Matters : and there is nothing 
More true, if rightly underſtood. 
But ordinarily tis an equivocal 
 IVay of ſpeaking, and nothing leſs 
han the proper Meaning of it 1s 
tended by many of thoſe that uſe 
|: For they make the Scriptwres 
peak either according to ſome ſpu- 
ous Philoſophy, or they conform 
hem right or wrong to the bulky 
yitems and Formularies of their ſe- 
eral Communions; — 
” 6. Some will have us always be- 
eve what the literal Senſe imports, 
ith little or no Conſideration for 
Reaſon, which they reject as not fit 
o be employ*d abour the reveaPd 
Part of Religion. Others aſſert, that 
ve may uſe Reaſoz as the Inftru- 
nent, but not the Rule of our Belief, 

B 3 "The: | 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious. | 
The fart contend, ſome Myſteries | 
may be, or at leaſt ſeem to be cow | 
#rary to Reaſon, and yet be receiv'd $ 
by Faith. - The ſecond, that no My: | 
 frery 18 contrary to Reaſon, but that | 
allare above it. Both of *em from } 
different Principles agree, that ſeve- i 
ral Do&trines of the New Teftament 
belong no farther to the Enquiries of 3 
Reaſon, than to prove *em divinely 
reveaPd, and that they are FrOPenty'Þ 
M lyſteries {t1l]. 


. Onthe contrary, we hold that | 
Reaſe 02 1s the only Foundation of all 
Certitude ; and that nothing re-| 
veald, whether as to its Manzer or | 4 
Exiſtence, is more exempted from | 
its Diſquiſitions, than the ordinary 
Phenomena of N ature, Wherefore, | 
we likewiſe maintain, according to j 
the Title. of this Diſcourſe, that * 
there is nothing in the Goſpel contrary || 
to Reaſog,, aor above it , and that nd 
Chriſtian Doftrine can be proper, 
ue a DM WY : | 
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SECTION I 
Of Reaſon. 


S | HE State of the * 
230 being thus fairly laid, our 


ay next buſineſs 15s to proceed 
the proof thereof. But as the di- 
ct and brief Explanation of the 
rms 1s of indiſpenſable uſe in difſ- 
Ting all Controverſies ; ſo an eaſy 
f natural Method 15 no leſs plea- 
& than profitable. It happily falls 
t that the Terms ofthe preſent 
eſtion are diſpos'd according to 
e Order Ideſfigntoobſerve; which ' 
Firſt, toſhew what is meant by 
eaſon, ang its Properties : Thenta 
ove there's.no Doftrine of the Go- 
| contrary to Reg/or : Aiter that, *-. 
evince that neither 15 there any of 
em above Reafer ; and by conſe- 
hence, that none,is a Myſtery. 


B 4 Char 
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CHAP. LI 
What REASON u* not. 


2.” FF ©O begin with the firſt. Tt 
-” appears to me very odd 
that Men ſhould need Definition h 
and Explanations of that whereby 
they define and explain all otherf 
things: Or that they cannot agret 

_ about what they all pretend, in ſome 

meaſure at leaſt,to poſieſs ; and is the 
only Privilege they claim over Brute 
and Inanimates. But we find by Ex-þ 

-perience, that the word Reaſoz: is be: 

- come as equiyocal and ambiguous as 
any other ; though all that are not! 
tickPd with the Vanity of Singula-J 
rity, or-Itch of Diſpute, are at bot- 
tom agreed about the Thing. Tl! 
handle it here with what Brevity 
EE | 

- 3. They are miſtaken who takel 
the Soul, abſtraftedly conſider d, forl 
Reaſon: For as the general Idea of 
Gold is not a Guinea, but a piece 
cleters 


HH (briftianity not Myſterious. 9 
W&termin'd to a particular Stamp Ch. 1, 
&d Value ; ſo the Soul acting m a + V 
rtainand peculiar Manner, 1s Rea- 
. Theyerr likewiſe, whoafhrm 
eaſon tO be that Order and Report © 
89: i naturally between all things : 
1or not this, but -the Thoughts 
d, Which the Soul forms of things ac- 
nr ding to it, may properly claim 
Wat Title. They ſpeed no better 
cagbo call their own Inclinations, or 
c:aite 4thority of others, by that name. 
net it will better appear what 1t is 
nom the following Conſiderations. 
cm 4. Every one experiences in him- 
A a Power or Faculty of forming 
c-Wrious Ideas or Perceptions of 
as ings : Of afhirming or denying, - 
otWW&cording as he ſees them to agree 
3-8 diſagree: And ſo of loving and 
t-W&lſiring what ſeems good unto him ; 
882d of hating and avoiding what he 
y Winks evil. The right Uſe of all 
cc Faculties is what wecall Com- 


coWon Senſe, or Reaſox in general, 
7 Wut the bare Act of receiving Ideas 
of to the Mind, whether by the Tz- 
0 WF 0/7:1/702 of the Senſes, as Colours, 

Figures, 


a BD Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
_ SeQ.I. Figures, Sounds, Smells, &c. or by 
1Yf'V the Soul's conſidering its own Ope- 
rations about what it thas gets from 
without, as Knowing, Doubting, 
Affirming, Denying, &c. this bare 
AQ, I fay, of receiving ſuch Ideas 
into the Mind, 1s not ftrictly Reaſoz, 
| becauſe the Soul herein is purely paſ- 
ſive. When a proper Objett is con- 
veniently preſented tothe Eye, Ear, 
or any other Senſe rightly diſpos'd, - 
 1t neceſſarily makes thoſe Impreſſi- 
ons which the Mind cannot refuſe 
to lodg, nor refrain from being con- 
ſcious of whatit does ; and ſo forms. 
the Operations of Perce:ving, Wil- 
ling, Denying, Suſpending the Tudg- 
_ and he nd? bes: 


——_—— 
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CHAP EE: :. 
Wherein RE ASO N conſiſts. 


6 UT theſeſimple and diſtin&t 

Ideas, thus laid up in the 

great Repoſitory of the Underſtan- 
ding, arethe Sole Matter and Foun- | 
C1. dation 


\ 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious, IT 
dation of all our Reaſoning : For Ch. 2. 
rhe Soul . does upon occaſion com- wy 
Pare them together, compound them 
into complex Ideas, enlarge, COn-. 

rat, or ſeparate them, as it difco- 
vers their ' Circumſtances capable or 
not. So-that all our Knowledsg is, in 
fect, nothing elſe but zhe Percep- 
ron of the Agreement or Diſagree- 
ment of our Ideas in a greater or 
efſer Number, whereinſoever this 
loreement or Diſagreement may con- 
51 And becauſe this Perception is 
mmediate or medate, our Know- 
edg 15twolold, ” 
6. Firſt, When the Mind, without 
zhe Aſſiſtance of any other Idea, im- 
peaiately perceives the Agreement or 
Wſagreement of two or more Iaeas,. as 
that I wo and 'T wo is Four, that Red 
is not Blew; it cannot becall'd Reaſon, 
though it be the higheſt Degree of 
Evidence: For here's no need of 
Diſcourſe or Probation, Self-evz- 
aence excluding all manner of Doubt 
and Darkneſs. Theſe Propoſitions 
{o clear of themſelves, their Terms 


>eing once underſtood, are com- 
EF - monly 


12 Chriſtianity not Myſterious. | 
Se. I. monly known by the Names of Axj 
WV oms and Maxims, And it 15 viltbl 
that their Number is indefinite, and 

not confin'd only to two or three at 
ſtrated Propoſitions made from thi 
Obſervation of particular Inſtances, 

- 7. But, Secondly, whez, the Mini 
cannot immediately perceive the Agree 

ment or Diſagreement of any Ideas 
becauſe they cannot be brought men 
enough together, and ſo compar'a, it af 

plies one or more intermeatate Ideas ti 

diſcover it : as, when by the ſucce 
ſive Application of a Line to two di 

ſtant Houſes, I find how far they a 

gree or diſagree in Length, which] 
could not effe&t with my Eye. Thus 
trom the Force of the Air, and the 
Room it takes up, I know 1t has So 
I;dity and Extenfion; and that there: 
tore. it is as much a Body (though! 
cannot ſee it) as Wood, or Stone, 
with which it agrees inthe ſaid Pro- 
perties, This Method of Knowledg 1s 
properly. calPd Reaſaz or Demonſtra- 
2109, (as the former Self-evidence or 
Iztuition) , and it may be defin'd, 
That Faculty of the Soul which diſcor 
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Chriſtianity-not Myſterious. —=113: 
1x8 the Certainty of any thing dubious Ch,2, 
obſcare, by comparing it wth ſome- NFV 

T4 evidently known. fk 
'$. From this Definition it 1s plain, 


th at the intermediate Taea can be m0 
5 oof where its Agreement with both 
(i, Mie 1deas of the Queſtion is not evi- 
v2! ; and that if more than one be 
-, M&e[[ary to make it appear, the ſame 
oo 14e1:c 75 requird 77 each of them. 
a of the Connection of all the 


Irts of a Demonſtration were not 
dubitable, we could never be cer- 
8810 of the Inference or Concluft- 
1 whereby we join the two Ex- 
1 WE2m5s: So that though Self-evs- 
ce excludes Reaſoz, yet all De- 


1 Wo-//r 1:10; becomes at length /e/f- 
0/7447. Tt is yet plainer, that whez: 
oF 74 mo Notions or Ideas of 
| 1 f-19g, we cannot reaſon about 1t 
oF 4; ana where we have Iiteas, 
ol 7ier mediate ones, to ſhew their 
MM -// 474 47d neceſſary Agreement or 
iP /42reement, fail us, we can never 
vg £9024 Probability, But be- 
J des theſe Properties of Reaſon, 

e are yet moſt caretully co d:- 
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SeQ. I. ſinguiſh in it the Means of 1 If 
—" mation, from the Ground of Perſwaſ ; 
on: for the N egleCt of this eafy Di 
FfinQtion has thrown Men into inf 
nite Miſtakes, as I ſhall prove t” 
fore I have done. Y 


— 


> OC HiAF. UL 
Of the Means f Taformation, 


HE Addn of Informath 
I call thoſe LH ays where 


any £0 comes barely to our Kin 
ledg, without _ commanain 
our Aſſent. By the Ground of Pe 
{waſton, 1 as ſtand that Rte þ 
| which we quid of all Truth, an 
which irreſiſtitl ly coxvinces the Mil 
The Means of Information are Ex 
perience and Authority :  Experien 
(as you may fee N? 4.) 1s either ex 
rernal, which furniſhes us with th 
ideas of ſeniſible Objects ; or inter 
nal, which helps us to the Tdeas g 
the Operations of our own Mind: 
4:18 15 the COMmon Stock | O1-all ou 
&noV 


: MT » ' oy - p : : L : ; 

ES 9 SP Ge - 
by Chriſtianity not My{zerious. 15 
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nowledg; nor can we poſſibly Ch. 3. 
ve Ideas any other way without WV 
ww Organs or Faculties. = 
' To. Authority, wr vo 
if all its Informations were to 
received without Examen, 1s ei- 
er Humane or Divine: Humane 
thority is calld alſo Moral Certi- 
We; as when I believe an intelligi- 
> Relation made by my Friend, 
uſe I have no Reaſon to ſuſpe&t 
& Veracity, nor he any Intereſt to 
Cceive me. "Thus all pofſible Matters 
Fad, duly atteſted by coevons Per-_ 
s as known to them, and ſucceſſively 
ated by others of different Times, 
$10.25, or Intereſts, who could nei-- 
ir be impos'd upon themſelves, nor be 
Hy ſuſpected of combining together to 
ezve others, ought to be receiv'd by 
or as certain ana indubitable as if 
had ſeen them with oar own Eyes, or 
rd themwith our own Ears. By this 
ans 1t 15, I believe there was ſuch 
ity as Carthage, ſucha Reformer 
Cather, and that there 1s ſuch a 
2gom as Poland... «© 
T1, The Autherityof God, or Di-. 
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vine Revelation, 1s the Manifeſtation 
of Truth by Truth it ſelf, to whom 
it 1s 1mpothible to lie: Whereof at 
large in Ch, 2. of the following Secti- 
on. Nothing in Nature can come to 
our Knowledg but by ſome of theſe 


four means, v:z. The Experience of the Ml. 


Senſes, the Experience of the Mind, | 


Humane and Divine Revelation. 


+CHAZAIV. 
Of the Ground of Perſwaſion. 


OO ——————— CC... 4. 4 


12. TOW, as we are extreamly 

{ubject to Deception, we 
may, without ſome infallible Rule, 
ofcen take a queſtionable Propoſiti- 


en for an Axiom, Old Wives Fables 


for Moral Certitude, and Humane 
Impoſtures for Divine Revelation. 
This infallible Rule, or Ground of 


_ all right. Perſwaſion, 15 Eviderce ; 


and it contifts in the exact Conformi- 
ty of our Ideas or Thoughts with their 
Objeits, or the Things we think upon, 
For as we have only Ideas in us, 
and not the Things themſelves, hy 

y 


Chriſtianity not Myſterions. 19 
| by thoſe we muſt form a Judgment Ch. 4: 
of theſe. nn rn NS 
13. Idea's therefore being repre- _ 
ſentative Beings, their Evidence na- 
turally conſiſts in the Property they 
have of truly repreſenting their Ob- 
jets; Not that I think every Idea 
has, a perteCt Pattern to repreſent, 
as the Length and Motion in my 
Mind are like thoſe of the PenT han- 
dle ; for ſome Idea's are but the Re- 
ſult of certain Powers in the Parti- 
cles of Bodies; to occaſion particular 
Senſations in us ; as the Sweetneſs 
of Sugar and the Cold of Ice, are no 
more inherent in them than Pain in 
the Knife that cuts me, or Sickneſs 
in the Fruit that ſurfeits me: But 
though they have no Exiſtence/out 
of our Imagination, yetthe Pleaſure, 
Pain, and other Qualities they ex- 
cite, ſhew us the Good or Harm 
their Subjects may do us; which 
renders the KnowlEdg of them as 
uſeful as that of the Properties which - 
really exiſt an the Things them- age 
ſelves. Without the Heat and Light + 
of Fire, what ſhould its Figureand / 
C _ Quan. 
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Sect. 1. Quantity. ſerve for ? And what ſets 
AA— a Price upon Amber-greece, but the 


Perfurne ?: The Reaſon then why I 
believe'theTdea of a Roſe to be evi- 
dent, is the true Repreſentation 'i& 
gives me of that Flower. T know it 


15 true, becauſe 'the Roſe-muſt con- 


tainall the Properties which itsFdet 


exhibitseither really, as the Bulk and 


Form, 'or occaſionally, as, the Co- 


Jour, Taſteand Smell. And Fcan- 
not doubr- of this, becauſe the Pro- 

_ pertres muſt belong to the exempla 
ry Cauſe, orto Nothitig, or be the 
Figments of my own Brain : But 


Nothing can have no Properties 
and I cannot make one ſingle Idea at 
my. Pleaſure, nor avoid receiving 
ſome when ObjeAs work on m 
Senſes: T cradle I conclude th 
Properties of the Roſe are not thi 
Creatures of my Fancy, but belon 
to the exemplary Cauſe, that is, thi 
_ 

4. The Evidence of the Tdea's 1 

Hoa " Eo of the Mind, 1s infall 
ble as that of our own Being : -- am 
if by : an Impoſhibility we {hou 
ca 
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_ call the latter 1n queſtion, *twould Ch. 4. 
but ſerve to give us the greater AL rv 

| ſarance of it : .For beſides the una- 
voidable Suppoſition of our Ext- 
ſtence in this very Propoſition, 1 
doubt if 1 am ;, 1t 1s clear, that 
whatever doubts muſt needs be as 
much ſomething as what afhrms, 
and this ſomething I call my ſelf. 
Tet us now but ſtrictly require this 
Evidence in all the Agreements and 
Diſagreements - of our Tdea's in 
things meerly ſpeculative, and as 
far as wecan 1n Matters of common 
Practice, (for theſe mult of neceſſity 
ſometimes admit Probabzlity to ſup- 
ply the Defect of Demonſtration) ; 
and we may without a lazy Relt- 
ance upon Authority, or a {ceptical 
Progreſs to Infinity, fucceisfully trace 
the "Truth, and bring it to view the 
Light from thoſe ſubterraneous Ca- 
verns where it 15 {uppos'd to lie con- 
ce2Pd. It is impoſſible torus to err 
as long as we take Evziaence for our 
Guide ; and we never miſtake, but 
F when we wander from it by abu- 
F ling our Liberty, in denying that of 

2 any . 
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Sect. I. any thing which belongs to it, or 
ﬀV attributing to it what we do not 
-- _ ſee in its Idea. This is the primary 
and univerſal Origin of all our Er- 
YOYS. T7 
15. But God the wiſe Creator of 
all (ever to be nam*d and thought 
upon with Reverence), who has 
enabled 11s to perceive Things, and ' 
form Judgments of them, has alſo 
endwd us with the Power of ſaſper- 
ding our Judgments about whatever 
is uncertain, and of never aſſenting 
but to clear Perceptions, He is ſo far 
from putting us upon any Neceflity 
of erring, that as he has thus privi- 
leg?d us on the one hand with a 
Faculty of guarding our ſelves 
againſt Prepoſſeſſion or Precipi- 
tation, by placing our Liberty only in 
what is indifferent, or dubious and 
obſcure ; ſo he provides on the other 
hand, that we ſhould diſcern and 
embrace the 'Truth, by taking it out 
of our Power to diſſent from an evi- 
dent Propoſition. We muſt neceſſa- 
rily believe, that zt impoſſible the 
ſame thing ſhould be and not be at 


OFCE. 


(hriſttanty not Myſterious. 21 
| oxce: Nor can all the World per- Ch, 4. 
{wade us to doubt of it. But we Lv. 
need not admit that there's no Yoda 
in Nature, or that the Earth ab- 
ſolves an annual Courſe about the 
Sun, till we get Demonſtrations to 


that Effect. 
16. Wherefore let us attr ke 


all our falſe Notions to 'our ' own 
Anticipation and Inattention : Let us 
confeſs our Deſtruction to be of our 2 Pet. 2.1. 
elves; and” cheerfully thank our _ 
kind Diſpoſer, who has put us un- 
der a Law of bowing before the 
Light and Majeſty of Evidence. And 
truly if we might doubt of any 
hing that is clear, or be deceiv'd by 
diſtinct Conceptions, there could be 
nothing certain : Neither Conſci- 
2nce, nor God himſelf, ſhould bere- 
parded : No Society or Govern- 
ient could ſ{ubſiſt. 
. Tf it ſhould be asked, why 
Ment is deny*d to true Propoſiti- 
fince Evidence neceſſarily re- 
Huires it? T anſwer, 'tis becauſe they 
Were 207 made evident : For Perſpicui- 
y and Obſcurity are relativeTerms, 
G7, and 
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Se&. IT. and what is either to me may be. 
LV the quite contrary to another. If 

Things be deliver'd in Words not. 
underſtood by the Hearer, nor de- 
monſtrated to agree with other 
Truths already very ciear, or now {0 
made to him, he cannot conceive 
**m. Likewiſe if the Order of Na- 
ture and due Simplicity be not ob- 
ſerv?d, he cannot ſee them evidently 
true or falſe; and fo ſuſpends his 
Judgment (it no Aﬀettion {ways 
him) where another,.it may be, re- 
ceives perfect Satisfaction. Hence it 
is that we frequently, with Indig- 
nation and Wonder, attribute that 
to the Stupidity and Obſtinacy of 0- 
thers, which 1s the fruit of our own 
confus'd Ratiocination for want 0 
having throughly digeſted our 
Thoughts ; or by affecting ambigu- 
ous Exprefſ1ons, and ufing ſuch as 
the other has no Tdea's to at all, or 
difterent ones from ours. 


A 


SECT, 
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SECT. 


That the Doftrines of the.Goſpel are 
not contrary to Reaſon, 


1. A Fier having faid ſo much - 
A of Reaſon, I need not ope- 3 

= — roſely ſhew what xt 1s to =: 

be contrary to it ; for I take it to be 

very intelligible from the precedent 

Section, that what us evidently repug- oe, 

nant to clear and diſtinit Idea's, or to 

our common Notions, 1 contrary to 

Reaſon: : T go on therefore to prove, 

that the Do&#rines of the Goſpel, if it 

be the Word of God,carot be fo. But 

if it beobjected, that very few main- 

tain they are : I reply, that no Chrz- ' 

ffian T know of now (for we ſhall 

not. diſturb the Aſhes of the. Dead) 

expreſly ſays Reafor and the Goſpel 

are contrary to one another. * Bur, 

whuch returns to the ſame, very 

many aftir m, that though the Do- 

C 4  Etrines 
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SefLI.. Arines of the latter cannot in them- 

GC felves be contradictory to the Prin- 
Ciples of the former, as proceeding 
both from God ; yet, that accor- 
ding to our Conceptions of them, 
they may ſeem diretty to claſh : And 
that though we cannot reconcile 
them by reaſon of our corrupt and 
limited Underſtandings ; yet that 
from the Authority of Divine Reve- 
lation, we are bound to believe and 
acquieſce -1n them ; or, as the Fa- 
thers taught *em to ſpeak, to adore 
what we cannot comprehend. 


CHASE L 
The Abſurdity and Effetts of adamit- 


ting any real or ſeeming C OPHY to 
alcHOns 1 in Religion, | 


2. HIS famous and admira- 
. ble DoQrine is the un- | 
doubted Source of all the Abſurdities | 
that ever were ſeriouſly” vented a- 
mong C briſtians. Without the Pre- 
tence of 1 It, We ſhould never hear & 
Q 
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the Tranſubſtantiation, and other ri- Ch, x, 
diculous Fables of the Church of rv 
Rome; nor of any of the Eaſtern £ 
 Ordares, almoit all recerv'd into this 
Weſtern Sink : Nor- ſhould we be — 
ever banter*d with the Lutheran Im- 
panation, or the Ubiquity it has pro- 
duc'd, as one Monſter ordinarily be- 
gets another. And tho the Socrptars 
diſown this Practice, . T am miſtaken 
if either they or the Arias can make 
their Notions of a a:gnifi?d and Crea- 
ture-God capable of Divine Worſhip, 
appear more reaſonable than the Ex- 
travagancies of other Sects touching 
the Article of the Try. 

3. In ſhort, this Doctrine is the 
known Refuge of ſome Men, when 
they are at a loſs in explaining any 
Paſſage of the Word of God, Lelt 
they ſhould appear to others leſs 
knowing than they would be 
thought, they make. nothing of fa- 
J thering that upon the ſecret Coun- 
C ſels of the Almighty, or the Nature 
- Wo! the Thing, which is indeed the 
KM Efiect of Inaccurate Reaſoning, Un- 
Skilfulneſs in the Tongues, or Igno- 

- >: ran 
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Seft. fI. rance of Hiſtory. 
wer do monly it 1s the Conſequence of early 


ITim-1.7. 


myſterious, that we might conſtantly 
depend upon them for the Exphica- 


C jet iſtianity not Miyſtriour. 


But more. com-= 


Impreſſions, which they dare ſeldom 
afterwards corre by more free and 
riper Thoughts : So deſiring to be 
Teachers of the Law, and underſtan- 
ding neither what they ſay, nor thoſe 
things which they affirm, they obtrude 
' upon us for Dottrines the Command 
ments of Men. And truly well they 
may ; for if we once admit this 
Principle, T know not what we can 
deny that is told us in the Name of 
the Lord. This Doctrine, I muſt 
remark it too, does highly concern 
us of the Lazty ; for however it came 
to be firſt eſtabliſh'd, the Clergy 
(always excepting ſuch as deſerve 
it) have not been ſince wanting to 
themſelves, but improv'd it ſo far as 
not only to make the plaineſt, but 
the moſt trifling things inthe World 


wo Y 


bub pens AY jen went AQ 0Þ bake nk © 
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tion. And, nevertheleſs they muft 
not, if they could, explain them to 
us without runing their own De- 


ſ1gn, let them never ſo _ pretend 
it. 
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it. But, overlooking all 'Obſerva- Ch. x. 
tions proper for this Place, let us © vv 
enter upon the immediate Exament 
of the Opinion it ſelf. 

4. The firft thing I ſhall infiſt up- 
on is, that if any DoCtrine of the 
New Teſtament be contrary to Rea- 
fon, we have no manner of Tdea of 
it. Toſay, for inſtance, that « Bal 
is white and black at once, 1s to ſay 
juſt nothing ; for theſe Colours are 
ſo incompatible in the ſame'Subject, 
as to exclude all Poſſibility of a real 
poſitive Idea or Conception. So to 
ſay, as the Papi/ts, that Children dy-. 
ing before Baptiſm are damn'd without _ 
Pair, ſignifies nothing at all : For if « 
they be intelligent Creatures in the 
other World, to be eternally exclu- 
ded God's Preſence, and the Society 
of the Bleſſed, muſt prove inefable 
Torment to them : But if they think 
they have no Underſtanding, then 
they are not capable of Damnation 
in their Senſe; and ſo they ſhould 
not ſay they are in Limbo-Dungeon ; 
but that either they had no Souls, or 
were annihilated ; which (had it 

| been 
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been true, as they can never ſhew) 


wv would be reaſonable enough, and 


Ver. % 


Rom.12.1. 


eaſily conceived. Now 1f we have 
no Idea's of a thing, it 1s certainly 
but loſt Labour for us to trouble our 
ſelves about it : For what I dowt 


concetve, can no more give me right 


Notions of God, or influence my 
Actions, than a Prayer deliver'd in 
an unknown "Tongue can excite my 
Devotion : If. the Trumpet gives an 
uncertain Sound, who Tall prepare 
himſelf. to the Battel ? And except 
Words eaſy to be underſtood be utter*d, 
how ſhall it be known what us ſpoken ? 
Syllables, though never ſo well put 
together, if they have. not Idea's 
fx'd to them, are but Words ſpoker 
in the Air; and cannot be the 
Ground . of a reaſonable Service, or 
Worſhip. - y 

5. If any ſhould think to evade 
the Difficulty by ſaying, that the 
Idea's of certain Dottrines may be 
contrary indeed to common Not1- 


ons, yet conſiſtent with themſelves, 


and I know not what ſupra-intel- | 
lectual Truths, he's but juſt where 
1. "Mr 


4 


e was. But ſuppoſing a little that Ch. x. 
Whe thing were ſo; it ſtill follows, ww— 
hat none can underſtand theſe Do- 
ines except their Perceptions be 
ommunicated to hm 1n an extra= 
drdinary manner, as by new Powers 
1nd Organs: And then too, others 
annot be. ediffd by what is dif- 
ours'd of em, unleſs they enjoy the 
ame Favour. So that if I would go 
reach the Goſpel to the Wild Inaz- 
ers, I muſt expect the Idea's of 
y Words ſhould be, I know not 
ow, infus'd into their Souls in or- 
der to apprehend me : And accor- 
ling to this Hypotheſis, they could 
o more, without a Miracle, under- 
and my. Speech than the chirping 
pf Birds ; and if they knew not the 
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eaning of my Voice, I ſhould even to 
hem be 4 Barbarian, notwithſtan- 1 Cor. 14. 
ling 1 ſpoke Myſteries in the Spirit. __ 
But what do they mean by conſiſt- ver. 2. 
ing With themſelves, yt not with 


Dur common Notions ? Foxr. may — 
be calPd Fzve in Heaven ; but ſo the 
Name only 15 chang'd, the Thing re- 
EmMains itill the ſame. - And ſince we 
- - cannot 


. 3o Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
Se&t.IT. cannot in this World know any 
rv thing but by our common Notions, 
how ſhall webe ſure of this preten- 
ded Conſiſtency, between our -pre- 
fent ſeeming Contradictions, and 
the Theology of- the World to 
come ? For as *tis by Reaſon we ar: 
rive at the Certainty of God's own 
Exiſtence, ſo we cannot otherwiſe 
diſcern his Revelations but by thei 
Conformity with.our natural Noti 
ces of im, which 15 in ſo man 
words, to agree with our common 
Notions. Co: L 
6. The next thing I ſhall remark 
is, That thoſe, who itick not to 1a 
they could believe a downright Contra 
diction to Reaſon, did they find it co 
raid in the Scripture, do jultity al 
Abſurdities wharſoever ; andby 0 
poſing-one Light to.another, unde 
niably make God the Author 'of a 
Incertitude. The very Suppofition 
that Reaſon might authoriZe on 
thing, and the Spirit of God anc 
ther, throws us 1nto inevitable Scerf 
ticiſm ; tor we 1hall: be at a perpe 
_ tual Uncertainty which to obey | 
Nay 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious yn ©» 
Nay, we can never be fure which Ch. tr. | 
1s which. For the /Proof of the D>- &-\vV. 
vinity of Scripture dependimg-upon = | 
Read, if the clear Lightof the'one 
might be any way contradicted, 
how ſhall we” be convinc'd of the 
Thfallibiliry of "the other'? Reaſon 
may err in this-Point as well as in 
any-thing ee ; and we have no 
particular Promiſe it ſhall not, no 
more than the Papz/ts that their Sen- 
ſes may not deceive them 1n every 
thing as well as in Tranſubſtanti- 
ation, To fay it bears witneſs to 
it ſelf, is equally to eſtabliſh the A/- 
coran or the Poran. And *twere a 
notable Argument to tell a Heathez, 
that the Church has declared it, 
when all Societies will ſay as much 
for themſelves,if we take their word 
for it. 'Befides, it may be, he would 
ask whence the Charch had Autho- 
rity to decide this Matter 7? And if 
it {hould be an{wer'd from the 
Scripture, a thouſand to one but he 
would divert hunſelt with this Cir- 
cle. You muſt believe that the 
Scripture 18 Divine, becauſe the 

___ Church 
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Se, IT. Church his ſo determined it, and 
CV the Church has this deciding Autho. 
rity from the Scripture. "Tis doubted 
if this Power of the Church can be 
prov'd from the Paſſages alledged to 
that Purpoſe ; but the Chuyth it ſel 
(a Party concern'd) affirms it, 
Hey-day ! are not theſe eternal 
Rounds very exquiſite Inventions to 
giddy and entangle the Unthinking 
and the Weak ? 
7. But if webelieve the Scripture 
to be Divine, not upon its own 
bare Aflertion, but from a real Teſti 
mony conf! ſting j in the Evidence 0 
the things contain'd therein ; from 
undoubted Efte&ts, and not from 
Words and Letters ; what is this but 
to prove it by Reaſon ? It has in it 
ſelt; T grant, the brighteſt Chara- 
| Qeers of Divinity : But *tis Reaſon 
finds them out, examines them, and 
by its Principles approves and Pro- 
nounces them ſufficient ; which or- 
derly begets 1n us an Acquieſcence 
of Fazth or Perſwaſion, Now if Par- 
ticulars be thus ſeverely ſifted ; it 


not ay the Docuane of C hriſt and 
his 


_ Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 7} 
his Apoſtles be conſiderd, but alſo Ch: 1; 
their: Lives, Predictions, Miracles, WNW 
and Deaths ; ſurely all this Labour 
would be in vain, might we upon 
any account diſpenſe with Contra- 
Jiftions, O ! blefled and commo- 

dious Syſtem, that diſchargeſt at 
one ſtroak thoſe troubleſome Re- 
marks about Hiſtory, Language, fi- 
gurative and literal Senſes; Scope of 
the Writer, Circumſtances, and o- 
ther Helps of Interpretation | We 
judg of a Man's Wiſdom and Lear- 
ning by Þis Actions, and his Dif- 
courſes; but God,who weareaflurd 
as not left himſelf without a Witneſs, ads 1g.i7: 

nuſt have no Privileges above the . 

addeſt Enthuſiaſt, or the Dewi/ 

umſelf, at this rate. _ 

_ 8. Buta Veneration for the very 

Vords of God will be pretended : 

'his we are pleas'd with ; for: we 

now that God us not a Man that he Num. 23; 
M0114 /;ze. But the Queſtion is not 27 
bout the Words; but their Senſe; 

vhich mult be always worthy of 
f\Mleir Author; and therefore accors 
Iſing to the Genius of all Speech; 
$ = figura- 


4 
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SeR.1I. figuratively interpreted, when occa- 
- ——> ſion requires it. Otherwiſe, under 
pretence of Faith iz the Word of 
God, the higheſt Follies and, Blat- 
phemies may be deduc'd from the 
Letter of Scriptare ; as, that God is 
ſubjeQ& to Paſſions, 1s the Author of 
Sin, that Chriſt is a Rock, was attu- 
ally guilty of and defiPd with our 
Tranſgreſſions, that we are Worms 
or Sheep, and no Men. And if a F1- 
gure be admitted in theſe Paſſages, 
why not, T pray, in all Exprefſions 
of the like Nature, when there ap- 
pears an equal Neceſſity for it ! 
9. It may be demanded why I 
. have ſo long in(iſted upon this Arti- 
cle, ſince that none expreſly makes 
_ Scripture and Reaſon contradictory, 
was acknowledg*d before. | But in 
the ſame place mention is made 0 
ſome who hold,” that they may ſeem 
airedtly to claſh; and that though 
we cannot reconcile them together, 
yet that we are bound to acquieſceſ 
in the Deciſions of the former. AF 
ſeeming *'ContradiCtion 1s to us as 


good asa real cne ; and our Reſpeal 
forſ 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious, 35 
for the Scripture does not require us Ch. x: 
to grant any ſuch in it, but rather to vv 
conclude, that we are .ignorant of 
the right Meaning whena Difficulty 
occurs; and ſo to ſuſpend our Judg- 
ments concerning it, till with ſuita- _ 
ble Helps and Induſtry we diſco- 
ver the 'Truth: As for acquieſcing _ 
in what a Man underſtands not, or ' 
cannot reconcile to his Reaſon, they 
know beſt the fruits of it that pra- 
iſe it. For my part, Pm a Stran- 
ger to it, and cannot reconcile my 
ſelf to ſuch a Principle. On the con- 
Tffary, 1 am pretty ſure he pretends. 
.- 2 vain to convince the Judgment; 
nl | ho explains not the Nature of the 
 Miling. A Man may give his ver- 
"Wal Aſſent to he knows not what; '-. 
"Put of Fear, Superſtition, Indifte- 
ence, Intereſt, and- the like feeble 
d unfair Motives : but as long as 
ie conceives not what he believes, 
xe cannot ſincerely acquieſce in it, 
4 nd remains depriy*d of all ſolid Sa- 
. action. He is conſtantly perplex'd 
all ith Scruples not to be remoy*d by 
Ns implicite Faith.; and ſo is ready 
ig] : D 2 _ 7: 
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36 Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
Sect. II. to be ſhaken, and carried away with 
\\* every wind of Dottrine. T will believe 
Eph. 4- becauſe I will believe, that 'is, be- 
cauſe Pm in the Humour ſo to do, is 

the top of his Apology. Such are un- 
reaſonable Men, walking after the 

Vanity of their Minds, having their 

Tpheſ. 4 Underſtandings darknead, being Stran- 
k7, 38% oers t0 the Life of God through the 
Tenorance that is in them, becauſe of 
[be Hardneſs of their Hearts. But he 

that comprehends a thing, 1s as ſure 

of it as if he were himſelf the Au- 

thor. He can never be brought to 

. ſuſpect his Profeſſion ; and, it he be 

honeſt, will always render a perti- 

nent account of it to others. 

10. The natural Reſult of what 
has been ſaid 1s, That to believe the 
Divinity of Scriptare, or the Senfc 
of any Paſſage thereof, without ra 
tional Proots, and an evident Con 
ſiftency, 1s a blameable Credulity 
and a temerarious Opinion, ordina 
rily grounded upon an ignorant anc 
wiltul' Diſpoſition ; but more gene 
rally maintain'd out of a gainil 
Proſpect. For we frequently em 

S brac 
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brace certain Do&rines not from Ch. 2. 
any convincing Evidence in them, vu 
but becauſe they ſerve our Deſigns 

| better than the 'I'ruth ; and becauſe 
other Contr adiftions. we. are not 
willing to quit, are better defended 


by their means. 


— —  — 


CHAP: Mt 


Of the Authority of Revelation, as 77 
THIS Ars this C ontrover(y. 


LE ' Gainſt all that we have 
been eſtabliining 1n this. 


Seffion, the Aut hority of Revelation 
will be alledg'd with great ſhew, as 
it without a Right of ſilencing or 
extinguiſhing Reaſon, it were alro- 
gether uſeleſs and impertinent. But 
it the Diſtinction I made in the pre-. 
cedent SeCtion, N” 9. be well conli- 
derd, the Weakneſs of the preſent 
Objection will)quickly appear, and 
this Controverſy be better under- 
{rood hereafter. ThereT faid Reve- 
lation was not a neceſſitating io- 
IF 3 1 BVE 
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- Sect. I. tive of Aſent, but « Mean of Infor- 
a6: tbe mation. We ſhould not confound the 
Way whereby we come to the 
Knowledg * «hl ,, with the | 
Grounds we ſe png elieveit. A 
Man may inform me concerning a 
thouſand Matters I never heard of 
before, and of which I ſhould not as 

much : as think if 1 were not told ; 
yet I believe nothing purely upon 
his word without Evidence 1n the 
things themſelyes, Not the bare Au- 
thority of him that ſpeaks, but the 
clear Conception I torm of what he 

ſays, is the Ground of my Perſwaſi 08. 
12. I the ſincereſt Perfon on 
Earth ſhould aſſure me he ſaw a 
Cane without two ends, I neither 
{hould nor could believe him ; be- 
cauſe this Relation plainly contra- 
dicts the Idea of a Cane. But if he 
told me he ſaw a Staff that, being by 
chance laid in the Earth, did after 
ſometime put forth Sprigs and Bran- 
ches, I could cafily rely upon his 
Veracity ; becauſe this no way con- 
tradicts the Idea of a Staff, nor 

Franſcends —_— 
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12. I ſay Poſſibility; for Omnipo- Ch. 2. © 

tency it felf can do no more. They © VV 

impoſe upon themſelves and others, 

who require Aſſent to things contra- 

dictory, becauſe God, ſay they, car 

do all things, and it were limiting of 

his Power to affirm the contrary. N ery 

good ! we heartily believe God can 

do all things.: But that meer No- 

thing ſhould be the }Object of his 

Power, the very Omzipotency al- 

ledg*'d, will not permit us to con- 4 

ceive. And that every Contradiftion, 

which is a Synonym for Impoſſibi- 

lity, is pare nothing, we havealready 

ſufficiently demonſtrated. To fay, 

for example, that 4 thing « exrenard 

and not extended, is round and ſquare 

at once, 1s to ay nothing ; tor theſe 

[dea's deſtroy one another, and can- 

not ſubſift together in the ſ1me Sub- 

ject. But when we clearly perceive 

a perfect Agreement and ConneCti- 

on between the Terms of any Pro- 

poſition, we then conclude it poſi- 

ble becauſe intelligible : So I under- 

ſtand God may render immediately 

folid, what has been hitherto fluid ; * 
DWz make 
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40  Chriſtuanity not Myſterious. 
Sect.LE. make preſent Beings ceaſe to exiſt ; 
Lv and call thoſe things that re not,as tho 
Rom-417+ they were. When we ſay then, that 

= mothing us impoſſible with Goa, or that | 

+ hecandoall things, we mean what- 
ever is poſlible in it ſelf, however far 
above the Power of Creatures to 
eftect. EE. 
14. Now, ſuch 1s the Nature of| 
a Matter of Fact, that thoughit may 
be conceiv'd poſſible enough, yet he 
only can with Aſſurance tie its 
Fxiſtence who 1s himſelt the . Au- 
thor, or by ſome Meaxs of Informa- 
#192 Comes firſt to the certain Know- 
ledg of it. That there was ſuch an} 
Iſland as Jamaica, no-Earopear could 
ever reaſonably deny : And yet that 
it was preciſely ſituated in ſuch a 
Latitude, was water*d with thoſe 
Rivers, clotl'd with theſe Woods, 
bore this Grain, produc'd that 
Plant, no Ezeliſh-man before the 
Piſcovery of America, could poſt 
tively - Ag | 
15. Thus God is pleas'd to reveal 
fo us in Scripture ſeveral wonderful 
Matters of Fact, as the Creation o 
. the 
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the World, the laſt Jadgment, and Ch. 2. 
many other important Truths, Nv 


which no Man left to himſelt could 


ever imagine, no more than any of 


my fellow-Creatures can be ſure of 


my private Thoughts : For who kxow- 1 Cor.2.u. 


eth the things of a Man ſave the Spi- 
rit of a Man that u« in him? even ſo 
the things of God knoweth none but 
the Spirit of God, But as ſecret things 
belong unto the Lord; fo thoſe things neu. 
which are reveal'd, belong unto us and 
fo our Children, Yet, as we dil- 


cours'd betore, we do not receive 


them only becauſe they are reveaPd : 
For beſides the iniallible Teſtumony 
of the Revelation from all requiſite 
Circumſtances, we mult ſee in ts 
Subject the indiſputable Characters 
of Divine Wiſdom and Sound Rea- 
ſon; which are the only Marks we 
have to diſtinguiſh the Oracles and 
Will of God, from the Impoſtures 
and 1 raditions of Men. 

16. Whoever reyeals any thing, 
that 1s, whoever teils us ſomething 
we did not know before, his Words 


of | 7-4/7 be intelligible, and the Matter 
the 


Poſſible. 


At Chriſtianity not Myſterions. 
Se&t.IT. poſſible, This Rule holds good, let 
Av Codor Mar be the Revealer. If we 

count that Perſon a Fool who re- 

uires our Aﬀent to what 1s mani- 

feſtly incredible, how dare we bla\- 
phemouſly attribute to the moſt per- 

feft Being, what is an acknowledg'd 

Defe&t in one of our ſelves ? As for 

unintelligible Relations, we can no 
more believe them from the Reve- 
lation of God, than from that of 
. Man ; for the conceiy*d Idea's of 
things are the only Subjects of Be- 
liteving, Denying, Approving, and 
every other Act of the Underſtan- 
ding : Therefore all Matters re- 

veaPd by God or Mian, muſt be e- 

ually, intelligible and poſſible ; ſo far 

oth Revelations agree. But in this 
they differ, that though the Reve- 
lation of Man ſhould be thus quali- 
fd, yet he may impoſe upon me as to 
the Truth of the thing : whereas 
what God is pleasd to diſcover to 
me is not only clear to my Reaſon, 

(without which his Revelation 

could make: me no wiſer) but.like- 

wiſe it 7s aiways true. A Man, for 
| 2 eXam- 
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poſſible, but he may eaſily deceive 
me. God afftres me, that he has 
form?'d Man of Farth : This 15 not 


ry mteſligible ; but the thing is alſo 
moſt certain, God not being capable to 
deceive me, as Mans, Weare then 
to expett the fame degree of Perſp:- 
cuity from God as from Man, tho? 
more of Cert:tude from the firſt than 
the laſt. He, 

17. This Reaſon perſwades, and 
the Scriptures expreſſy ſpeak it. 
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bout to ſeduce the People from the 
Worſhip of One God to * Pot 
theiſm, though they ſhould confirm 
their Doctrine by Sins and Wonders. 
And though a Air 6 [poke in the 
WV ame of the Lord, yet if the thing » 


example, acquaints me that he has Ch. 2. 
found a Treaſure : 'This 1s plain and VY 


only poſſible to God, and to me ve- 


Thoſe Prophet s or Dreamers were to Deut. 13. 
be ſton'd to Death that ſhould go g- » * 3: 


1s ll | f 

N prophefied did not come to 2h it was Deur. 12. 
| 7 , Cob 21, 3+ 
n, to be a rational Sign. he (poke pre- ?" 


umptuouſly of himPel, pg and ot of God. 
It 
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44 Chriſtianity not Myſtertous. 
Sect.I. It was reveaPd to the Prophet Jere- 
Go my 1n Priſon, that his Uncle's Son 
! Jer.32+7,8 would ſell his Field to him, but he 
| ' did not conclude it to be the Word of 
i the Lord till his Kyuſman aftually 
came to ſtrike the Bargain with him. 
The Virgin Mary, tho of that Sex 
that's leaſt Proof againſt Flattery 
and Superſtition, did not implicitely 
Luke r. believe ſhe ſhould bear a Child that 
34 35 mas to be called the Son of the moſt 
High, and of whoſe Kjngdom there 
ſhould be no end, till the Argel gave 
her a fſatisfatory Anſwer to the 
{trongeſt Objection that could be 
made : Nor did ſhe then conclude 
* ({o unlike was ſhe to her preſent 
_ Worſhippers) it ſhould unavoidably 
come to paſs ; but humbly acknow- 
ver. 38, ledging the Poſſibility, and her own 
Unworthineſs, ſhe quietly wiſh'd 

and expected theevent. 
[ 18. In how many places are we 
| Mar. 7.14. exhorted 70 beware of falſe Prophets 
<3 p95 #73 and Teachers, Seaucers and Decei- 
© "ers? Weare not only 70 prove or 
1 Thel.s. zry all things, and to hold faſt that 
"1. which i beſt, but alſo to try the Spi- 
I Joh, 4.1. PZ ) F Pp 
ris 
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rits whether they be of God, But how Ch. 2: 
ſhall we try 2 how ſhall we diſ> re 
cern? Not as the Horſe and Mule Pal. 32. g- 
which have no Underſtanding, but as 
circumſpect and wiſe Men, judging Eph, g,15. 
what ts ſaid. Tn a word, it was from *cori0.1s 
clear and weighty Reaſons, both as 
to Fatt and Matter, and not by a 
blind Obedience, that ' the Men of 
God of old embrac'd his Revelati- 
ons, which upon the hike Account 
we receive of their hands. I am not 
ignorant how ſome boaſt they are 
frongly perſwaded by the Ulaumina- 

ting and efficacious Operation of the 

Holy Spirit; and that they neither 

have nor approve other Reaſons of _ 

their Fazth : But we ſhall endeavour 

in 1ts proper place to undeceive 

them ; tor no Adverſary, how ab- 

{urd or trifling ſoever, ought to be 
{urperciliouſly diſregarded by an 
unfeigned Lover of Men and Truth: 

So far of Revelation; only in ma- 

king 1t a Mean of Lorne T fol= 
low Pau! himfelf, who tells the © 
_ Corinthians, that he cannot profit them 1Cor.14.5 
except he ſpeaks to them by Revelas 


tom, 
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146.8 Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
Seft. Il. tion, or by Kyzowledg, or by Propheſ 
I" ing, or by Dotrive, 


Car 
That by Chriſtianity was intended 4 
Roanet and Intelligible Religion ; 


 prov'd from the Miracles, Method, 
and Stile of the New Teſtament. 


I9. HAT we diſcours'd of 
Reaſon before, and Re- 
W7PS vi now, being duly weight'd, 


all the Dofrines and Precepts of the 
New Teſtament (if it be indeed 
Divine) muſt conſequently agree 
with Natural Reaſoz, and our own 
ordinary Idea's. This every confi- 
derate and well-diſpos'd Perſon will 
find by the careful Peruſal of it : 
And whoever anckwrak this Task, 
will confeſs the Gofpel not 70 be þid- 
den from us, nor afar of, but wery 
nigh us, in cur Mouths, and in our 
Hearts. Tt affords the mot illuſtri- 
ous Examples of cloſe and per{p1- 


CUOus _Ratzocination conceivable ; 
Wanch 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious, 47 

which is incumbent on me in the Ch. 3; 
 Explication of its Myſteries, to de- WV 
monſtrate. And tho the Evidence 
of Chris DoEtrine might claim the 
Approbation of the Gemtzles, and 
its Conformity with the Types and 
Prophecies of the Old Teſtament,with 
all the Marks of the Mg/zah concur- 
"WW ring in his Perſon, might juſtly 
* challenge the Aſent of his Coun- 
Wtrymen; yet to leave no room for 
e | doubt, he. proves his Authority and | 
Goſpel by ſuch Works and Mira- 
cles as the ſtift-necked Jews them- 
ſelves could not deny to be Divine. 
Nicodemus ſays to him, No Man can Joh. z. 2. 
do theſe Miracles which thou adoſt, 
except God be with him, Some of the 
Phariſees acknowledg?d »o Sinrer Joh. 9-16. 
could do ſuch things, And others, 
Wat they exceeded the Power of the Joh. 10.21 
Devils. 2 

20. Jeſus himſelf appeals to his 
very Enemies, ready to ſtone him 
tor pretended Blaſphemy, ſaying ; 
4 1 do not the Works of my Father, Joh. 10. 
elieve me not : But if I ao, believe 3» 3% 
not me, believe the Works ; that you 
may 
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4d  Chriſttanity not Myſterious. 

Sect. IH. may know, and believe that the Fa: 
LY" ther is in me, and Tin him : That is, 
Ur believe not raſhly on. me, and fo 
give a Teſtimony to my Works; 
but {earch the Scriptures, which 
teitify of the Meſah ; confider the 
Works I do, whether they be ſuch 
as become God, and are attributed 
to him : If they be, then conclude 
and believe that I am he, &c. In 
erect, ſeveral of the People ſaid; 
Joh. ». 31. that Chriſt when he ſhould come could 
do xo greater Wonders; and many of 
Joh. 2. 23. the Tews believ'd when they ſaw the 

Miracles which he did. 
 Heb.2.3344 21. How ſpall we eſcape, ſays the 
Apoſtle, if we neclect fo preat a Sal 
vation which at the firſt began to be 
ſpoken by the Lord, and was confirms 
unto us by them that heard him; God 
_ alſo bearing them witneſs with atvers 
Miracles, and Gifts of the Holy Spt- 
rit, according to his own Will ? Thoſe 
who heard Chri/#, the Author of our 
Religion, ſpeak, and ſaw the Won- 
| ders which he wrought, renounce all 
2 Cor. 4.2. the hidden things of Diſhoneſty; al 
x  Craftineſs and deceitful handling , 


the Ward af. God: Andre 


- 
* nifeſt notheng: but Trath.. , 
% mend vr ta enery, Mars's.( 


ſcience, that. is, they ppc 
{ Man's Reaſon, 7 the Sig f 
Peter exhorts Chriſtians 79 / 
always to give an Anſwer. ta - 


that asks them a Reaſon of their, 12! 


el Now to. what Purpoſe, . ſery? © 
nfl theſe Miracles, all heſe App 1ls,.1 
3M no Regard. was to he had © Mens 
ld Underſtandings ? if the Doftrines of 


Chriſt were incomprehenſible ?. or _ 
were we oblig'd to You reveal 'M 
N onſenſe ? - 2 
22. But to inGſt no longer upon 
ſuch Paſſages, all Men will own the .M 
Verity I Thad if they read the ſa- M 
cred Wie: with that Equity apd 
\ttentzon that 1s due to meer Hy- 
mane Works : Nor is there any dit; 
ferent Rule to be follow'd in the : 
Interpretation of Scripture from = 
yhat is common to all other Books: 
hatever unprejudic'd Perſon ſhall 
uſe thoſe Means, - will, find them 
notorious .Deceivers, or much de- 


ery*d rhemlelves, | who maintain 
E the 


Set: ir the New Toffatrent adi with- 
Sv outany Order or certain Scope,” biit 
jutt as Matters cameinto the 4p Ye 
Heads, ' whether tranſported: with 
. Enthuſtaſtick: Fits, (as fame will 
**Rhaveit)' br, acchrding toothers, for 
_ back f good Senfe and a hiberatE- 
_ eikvarion:”* Tthink T mayTuſtly fay, 
a Ply" are Strangers'to true: Me- 
thod,” who'complain of this Confir- 
fionand'Diforder. But the Proof of 
the Caſe depends not Upon Genera- 
btjes. 
23, The Facility of the Goſpel is 
not confin'd only to Method ; for 
the Stile is alſo moſt eaſy, moſt na- 
tural, and inthe common/Dialeft of 
thoſe to whom it was irpmediately 
conſign'd. Should any” preach im 
Xenophons ſtrain to the” prefent 
Greeks, or In correct Epliſh to the 
Cou ntry-Peoplei in Scor/and; *twouldl 
coſt them much more Time and 
_ iPains to learn the very Words, thanf 
the Knowledg of the things denoted 
by them. Of old, as weltas in ourf- 
time, the Jews underftood Hebrew: 
wor ſe than' _ Fongues' of thoſe 
- Reg! 


Regions aint the Prany No Ch. 
/therefore. _—_ be drawn = 
fromtheObſcurity'o the Language 
m favour of the rational Hypo re 
fs : forall Men arefuppoſed toun 
derſtand the daily Uſe of their Mo- 
ther-Tongue.; whereas-the Stile.of 
the Learted ts unntel{1g:ble to tlic 
YVulgar.: :And the plaineſt Authots 
that write. as cho $i oary 
the Diſguiſe of pompous > 
have everbeenaccounted err | 
all good Judges. Itis a viſible Effet 
of Providence that we have in our 
Hands the Monuments of the Old 
Teſtament, which in the Neware al 
ways fuppos'd, quoted, or alluded 
to. - Nor 3s that all, fox the Jewiſh 
Service and Cuſtomscontinue to this 
day. If this had been true of the 
Greeks and Romans, we iſhould be 
furniſh'd with thoſe Helps to-un- 
derſtand ar!ght many unknown Par- 
ticulars-of 'their Religion , which 
make us Rulers and 'Teachers1n T/- 
reel. Beſides, we have the Talmud, 
and other Works of the Rabbins, 
which, however otherwile uſeleſs, 
EF 2 o1Ve ; 


Sect. TE. give us no {mall Light into theantis. 
AV ent. Rites. and: Language. - And if 
after all we ſhould beat«a loſs about 
the Meaning of any Exprefſion, , we 
ought rather:;to charge.itupon Di» 
Kance of Time, and the want of 
more Books .in the ſame:Tongue, 
than to attribute it to the Nature:of 
the thing, or the. Ignorance:of the 
Author, who. might. be eaſily ;un- 
derſtood. by his Country=-men. and 
Contemporaries. But no - Truth 1s 
' tobeeſtabliſd, nor Falſhood con- 
futed from ſuch Paſſages, no more 
than any can certainly divine Is 
Fortune from the Sound of Bow-bell. 
- 24. If any object, that the Goſpel 
15 penn'd with little or no Ornament, 
that there are no choice of Words, 
nor ſtudied Expreſſions 1n 1t ;. the 
Accufation-is true, and the Apoſtles 
themſelves acknowledg it: nor 15 
there a more palpable Demonſtratt 
on of their having deſign'd.to. be un- 
_ derſtood byall, TI came not t9 you, 
1 COr,2. 1. lays Paul, with Excellency of Speech, 
| or Wiſdom, arclaring unto.you the Te 
ftimony of God, _ My Speech and. my 


Preach- 


 Citimiity not Myſterious. 53 


Preathing was not with enticing Words. ht 3. 
of humane Wiſdom, bit in Demon- {fv 
ſtration,” 'or Conviction” of the Spirie ver. 4. 
" WM or Mind, azd 72 Power'or Efficacy. 
8 This he' ſpeaks in reference to the 
; Philoſophers and Orators of thoſe 
» WM Times, * whoſe Eloeution, *tis con- 
L fefs?d, was curious, and Periods ela- 
© borate, apt to excite the Admiration' 
* MWof the Hearers, but not to-fatisfy 
their Reaſons; charming indeed their 
> WI Senſes whileſt inthe Theatre, or the 
- Mele, but making them neither 
© Wthe better at home, nor the wiſer 
abroad. 
* 25, Theſe Men, as well as many 
of their 2odern Sncceſſors, were fond 
enough of their .own ridiculous Sy- 
ſtems, 7o count the things of God 1 Cor. 2, «» 
ooliſhneſs, becauſe they did not a- ** 


* 


>Weree with their precariofis and {en- 
1 Wiual Notions ; becauſe every- Sen- 


tence was not wrapp*d up in Myſte- 

ry, and garm{h'd with a Figure: 

not conſidering that 'only falſe or » 
rivial Matters need the Afhiſtanceof 

alluring Harangues to perplex or a- 

muſe, But they were Enemies and 

EF 2 Stran- 


54 Chriſtianity not Myſterions, 
Sect: 1I. Strangers to the Simplicity of Trurh, 

HV All their Study, as we took notice, 
Tay in tickling the Paſſions. of "the 
People at their Pleaſure with bort- 
baſt Eloquence and apifh Geſtieula- 
tions. "They boaſted ther Talent 
_ of perſwading for 'or againft” any 

thing. And as he was eſteemed thi 


beſt Orator that made the worſt 
Cauſe appear the moſt equitable be- 
fore the Judges, ſo he was the beſt 
Philoſopher that could get the wildeſt 

Paradox to paſs for Demonſtration. 
They were only concerr'd about 
their own Glory and Gain, which 
they could not otherwiſe fupport, 
but (according to an Artrfice that 
never fails, and therefore ever pra- | 
ctisd) by impoſing upon the Peo- 

' le with their Authority and Sophi-M 
* ftry, and wander pretence of inſtrutt- 
 ing,. aexterouſly detaining then in the 
groſſeſt Ignorance, 

_ -» 26. But the Scope of the Apoſtles 
was very dinerent : Piety towards 
_ God, and the Peace of Mankind, 
was their Gain, and Chri# and his 
Goſpel ther Glory, They came not 


mag- 


on el; > Luk-4. 18. 
APs 14.42.) the Enjoy 
ment: of Chriſtian Liberty to tle 
Slaves; of the Levitical and. Pagan 
Prieſthoods, and to declare Salvation 
to repenting-Sinners. _ 

27. I ſhall add here ſome of the 
Characters which Dawidgivesof the 
Law and Word of God, that we 
may admit nothing as the Will of 

| Heaven but what 15 agreeable to 
_ them: The Law of the Lord, ſays 
be, #5 perfed?, converting the Soul. The 
= Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, makin 
Ml //e the Simple, The Statutes of Fi 
Lord are right, rejoicing the Keart. 
The Commandment of the. Lord is 
pare, enlightning the Eyes. The Fear 
of the Lords clean, enduring for ever. 
The Judgments of .the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. T have more 
: 'E 4 - oO 
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Seck-l Unilir faniding; __ all. my: Teacher 


tor. thy Teſtimonies are my Dads 
_ aaa more thin the Antiewts 
becauſe 2: keep thy Precepts.: Thy W ord 
is. a Lamp: aunto my; Feet, and a Light 
unto my.Path. The New. Teftare 
1510 fall of this Language;i and the 
Contents.:of +it 'are every: wherefo 
conformable to it, that T ſhall-refer 

' the Reader:to the particular Dif- 
cuſſion of the Whole in the ſecond 
Diſcourſe. _ 
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CHAP. IV. 


ObjeQtions anſwered, 2 Ss How FA 
Pravity of Humane Reaſon. 


28.” Þ: Here remains one QbjeRti- 
| :K ..-+ on yet, upon which Gone 
Fg a mighty; Streſs, tho. it's. like to 
do.tbem. little. Service, . Granting, 
Lay they,. the Goſpel to: be-as reaſo- 
nable.as you pretend,  yet..corrups 
an, deprav 'd Reaſon can:neither dij- 
cern:nor receive Divine V ertties. Ay, 


but that. praves not Divine:Veritics. 
* to 


and-peaceable Men. ' Reaſon taken 
for: the: Principle -of Diſcourſe int us, 
or mote particularly for that Faculty 
| every ozze has of judging of his Itex*s 
according to their Agreement or Dif- 
agreement, and ſo of loving what ſeems 
200d ano him, and hating what he 
thinks evil: Reaſon, IT ſay, in this 
'Senſe 15 whole and entire in every 
one. whoſe Organs are not acciden- 
tally indifpoſed *I'1s from it that. 
we are accounted Men; and we 
I could neither inform others, nor re- 
ceive Improvement - our ſelves any 

more than Brates without it. 

29. But it by Reaſox be under- 
ſtood a conſtant right Uſe - of theſe 
| Faculties, viz, If a Mar never judges 
but atcording to clear ' Perceptions, de- 
ſires nothing but what is truly good for 
him, nor avoids but yhat is certainly 
el; Then, Tconfeſs, it isextreme- 
ly corraps.” We are too prone to . 
... tame 


Wy 11. frame wrong- Conceptions, and As 


GY erroneous Judgments of things. We 


b 


Rom. 8. 
Sy 7* 


* generally .covet-what. flagters: Our 
Senſes, without diſtir NOXI 
ous from 1nnocent Pleaſures ; $4; and 
our Hatred isas partial. We 144 
r- Bodies {o: much as to.medits 
proce and think-very grofly.o 
tual or abſtracted +. "te - Ae 
are apt to indulge our Inclinations, 
4 which we term 70 follow. Nature :* $0 
"tha the 4 natural Man, that: is, he 
that gives the ſwing to his SES 
counts Divine Things mere Fol 
calls Religion a teverih Dream of ws 
perſtitious Heads, ora politick Frick 
invented by States-men to awe 
the credulous Vulgar. For as they 
that walk after the Fleſh mind: = 
things thereof, fo their carnal WW; if 


Heb. 12-1, dom. is Enmity againſt Cod, Sim ea- 


ſity beſets ws, 'T here is a Law in oar 


Rom.7.23- Member's or Body, warring. agatuſt 


the Law of. our Minds or Rado. 
To > And 


gs 


+ "Furndzos conſtantly henif the animal, a ne- 
ver the = State of Man, It ſhould be in this Placs 
tranſlated ſenſual, as it bs yery rightly, Jam. 3. 1% 


_ and-Jude, v. 19. 
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Arid whow-we would do Good Evil is Ch. 4; 
ena as, ' If thus we become — Vw 
Kupidund unfit for earthly Specus V2": 
lations, - [how (pull we'' believe Warp Joh.z-12 
wr are told. of- heavealy things ? 
': 565; But theſe Diſcrders are fotar 

ro wheing Reafon, that nothing can | 
be:more direftly contrary tot. We 
lie under no: neceflary Fate of 'fin- 
ning; There is no Defect in our 
Underſtandings but thoſe of our 
own. Creation, that 1 1S tO ſay, ano 

ons Hubits eaſily contratted, but diffi- 

caltly reformed, *Tis juſt with us as 
with the Drunkard, whoſe I caxnot 
giDe over Drinking is a deliberate I 
will zof, For upona Wager, or for 
bl Reward; hecan forbear his Cups 
a Day, a "Month, a Year, accord- 
ingas the Conſideration of the Va- 
hae or Certainty of the expeCted 
Gain does influence* him. Ler' xo 
Man therefore ſay when he is tempted, 
F arms tempred of God: For as God? [4 
ranmor be tempted to Evil, (o neither 
rempreth he any Man : But every Man 
is rexypted whey he is draws away, and 
extic'd of his onn Luſt,” 


Jam. Te. I55 
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Sec.IT. _ 31. Suppoſing. a; natural Imp. 
SYV tency to reaſon well,, we'could;no 
- more be liable to: Condemnation for 
not keeping the Commands of God 

than thoſe to whom the Goſpel was 


never revealed for not believing on 
Chriſt : For how ſhall they call on: him 
in whom they have not believed ? and 
how ſhall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard ? Were our rea- 

| ſoning Faculties imperfect, or we 
not capable to employ them rightly, 
there could be. no Poſhbility of our 
underſtanding one another in Milli- 
ons of things, where the ſtock of 
our Ideas ſhould prove unavoidably 
unequal, or our Capacities different. 

' But *tis the Perfection of our Reaſon 
and Liberty that makes us deſerve 
Rewards and Pumiſhments. Weare 
perſwaded that all our Thoughts 
arcentirely free, we can expend the 
Force, of Words, compare. Ideas, 
diſtinguyſh clear from obſcure Con- 
ceptions, ſuſpend our Judgments a- 


* 


bout Uncertainties, . and yield only 
to Evidence, In a word, the De- 
iiberations we uſe about our De- 

| ſigns, 


anity. not Ahbeing. 


ſ nS,. and the Choice to. which we Ch; Ai 
Et ermine our ſelvesat laſt, do prove CYV 
5 the free Diſpoſers' of all our AQti- _ | 
ons. Now. what is ſound. Reaſon 

except this be it? Doubtleſs it is, 

And. no Evangelical or other know-. 
able-Truth can prove infu perable or 
monſtrous to him that uſes it after 

this manner. - But when we abuſe 

it againft it felf,, and enflave it to 

our debauck'd Imaginations, it is 
averſe from all Good. We are ſo 
habituated, I confeſs, to precarious 

and haſty Concluſions, that , with- 

out great Conſtancy and Exerciſe 

we cannot recover our innate Free- 

dom, zor do well, having accuſtom A Jer.r3.23 
0HY felves /o much zo Evil. But tho 

tis faid i in Scripture, that we will zei- 

ther know nor under and; *tis there 

alſo ſaid, that we may amend our - 

Ways ays, turn from our Iniquity, and 

chooſe Life, Encouragementsare pro- 

poſed to ſuch as do ſo. Wecan, 

upon. ſerious Refleftion, ſee our 

Faults, and find tharwhat we held 

molt unreaſonable, did only appear 

ſo from Superficial Diſquiſ iti0ns, Or 


wit 
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Set. IL maxt of neceſſary Helps; -from. n Dy 
WV rence t0 Author and. 
 Faken upon Truſt ;- 1647 
clinations and 8 elfamerſh : 
Hatred of a Party. 

32. But notwithſtanding all this 
fome are at a world of Pains:to.rob 
themſelves (if they conld) of eel 
Liberty .or Freewill, the nobleſt and 
moſt ufeful of all our Facufries, the 
only thing we can properly call obs, 
and the only thing that neither Pow: 
er nor Fortune can take from us. 
Under whatever Vail theſe Men en- 
deavour to hide therr- Folly, yet 

they are en 2287d nt by extreme 
Pride and Self-love : Por, not williny 
to own their 7, a norance and. Miſcar- 
riapes, . (which proceed 'from Paſſion, 
Sloth or Inconfideration)- they would 
remove all the Blame from their Will, 
and charge it upon a natural Impotency 
zot in their Power to cute; Thes they 
ingeniouſly- cheat themfelves, - and 
"= 200) fig be rank*d-m1 thefamne 
Condition with Brutes or Machines, 
than be oblig'd to acknowledg their 

mumane Frailties, and to mend- 
-& Since 
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wrefted 1 by fome ignorant. Perforis; 
we*ſbo I& Ubour to A _— jy ragons 
wy *230y Ee.  Ffope of Succeſs. 
NT hold we entertain uch meatt 
nd * hts,” as if 
, Uwelt 


Things are always the ſame, how 
different ſoever the Conceptions of 
Men about them maybe ; and what 
gg did not; Frnay happily find 
" FThat nothinis” eſcap'd- the 
Sght of former Apes is a Tale to be 
told where one Perſon only ſpeaks, 
and'no Body preſent muſtcontra- 
dit him. The Slips and Errors 
which are taker notice of in the 
Warld every Day, erve only 'to 

putusin-mind that many able Men 
didnot'examine the”Fruth withthat 
Order and Application they ſhomlc 


or mwht have done. There area 


thou and thmgs 1n our* Power to 
. know 


/ | 
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juſt an Opinjon, of our 


thou hadit not received it ? Have we 


Wiſdom kt him ack it of God, whil 
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frequently 'remaan, ; 
Life.; and 1nnun c 
ries where. there. are..NonE, ;, 


A 
- 


. 


EY 

3. *« 
* 
z 

_——— 


ties Py whereas, by a Pari Y OI . I\Ed»> 
ſon,, we may hope'to.outdo all.that 
outdid others before us, as.Poſterity 
may exceed both. ?Tis no Preſump- 
7:0 therefore for 5 to endeavour. {et 
ting things in 4. better Light.; as to 
know what we are able to perform 
is not: Pride, but fooliſhly to-pre- 
{ume-none elſe can equal us, when 
weare all uponthe ſame Level: For 
who maketh thee to differ from ano- 
ther ? And what haſt thou that thos 
aidit not receive? Now if thou did#i 
receive it, why do# thou. glory as if 


not all-the ſame ſareand certain Pro- 
males of Light and Aſſiſtance from 
above, as well as the Privilege of 
Reaſon in common? FF. any lack 


% 
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gre, 


triptute; our infallible Oracle, — 
he Goſpet;1b at bothe Wdnd-df God, + 
15ionhy contrary toirhe'Opirtiens-ancd 
Wiſhes of kewd Men; i/t love to 

walk after their own Luſts; of thoſe 2 Pet. 3-3. 
that (peak Evil of the things which 
they underſtand not, and debauch Jude,y.1o. 
themſetves in what they know in'com-. 

mon with Brautes. It is hid to them 
whoſe Minds are blinded by the God 2 Cor. 4. 
of this World; and to thoſe who * © 
tve by the Ignorance and ſimple 
Credulity of their Brethren. To 

be brief, 'Tt 1s-contrary to the falſe 
Reaſoning of all that will not know « 
what it 1s to reflect or conſider ; but 

it is not above the Poſſibility of their 

Reaſon when they ſhall better im- 

prove their Faculties. "The Crea- , 
tion of the World was againſt the 
Syſtem of Ari/forle, the Immorta- 

"NF lity of the Soul againſt the Hypo- 

k F _ theſis 


by 
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Chriſtianity not-Myfterious: 
theſis of Epicurms, and the { Tibe T! 
of the Will was impugn'd by many 
antient Philoſophers. But 1s this to 


| be contrary to Reaſon? Have not 


theſe Men been quite baffled by as 


' very Heathens as themſelves ? And 


Aare not their other Errors fince de- 


teed and exploded by moſt of the 
Learned ? Beſides, they wanted a 
principal mean of Information,” v1Z 
Revelation. 


— 


nn. 


” How the abſolute Liberty ws experience in our ſtlue, 
" Is conſiſtent with God's Omnipotency and our Dependanct 
ex bim, ſhall in due Place be confider'd, Os 


RB CI: Wh: > 
That there is nothing myſterious or 
above Reaſon in the Goſpel. _ 


1. KF TE come at length to en- 
MW NY quire whether any Do- 
 @rine of the Goſpel be 


above, tho not contrary to Reaſon. 
This Exprefſion 1s taken 1n a two- 
fold Stgnification. Firſt, It denotes 
a thing 1ntelligible of it ſelf, but ſo 
cover'd by figurative Words, Types 
and Ceremomes, that Reaſoz can- 
not penetrate the Vail, nor ſee what 
is under it till it be remov*d. Se- 
condly, It 15 made to ſignify a thing 
of its own Nature inconceivable, 
and not to be judg'd of by our or- 
dinary Faculties and Ideas, thot be 
never ſo clearly reveal'd. In both 
" Mtheſe Senſes zo be above Reaſon is the 
lame thing with Myſtery, and, in 
cect, they are convertible Terms : 
in D:iviatty, 


cw UH bd 


ct 
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The Hl 4 and Signification of My- 
ſtery 72 t | 


Writings of the Gentiles. 


HAT 1s meant by Rea- 
VV /on we have already; 
largely. diſcours'd ; but to. under- 
ſtand aright what the word Myſtery 
imports, we-mult trace the Original, 
of it as far back as the Theology of 
the antient Gezti/es, whereof it was: 
a. conſiderable Term. Thoſe Nati- 
ons, who (as Paul elegantly deſcribes 
them) profeſſing themſelves. wiſe, be- 
came Fools ', who chang*d the Glory of 
the incorruptible God into the. Image 
and Likeneſs of corruptible Man, of 
Birds, of Beaſts, and creeping things ; 
who turned the Truth of God inio 4 
Lie, and worſhipped the Creatare as 
well 2s (and ſometimes more than) 
- Þ.theCreator : Thoſe Nations, I ſay, a-: 
ſhanv'd or afraid to exhibit their Re- 
ligron naked to the view of all indit- 
terently, diſguis'd it with various 
7 » Cere-| 
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heve that admirable things were ad- 
mbrated by theſe Externals. The 
Prieſts;but very rarely, and thenob- 
curely, tauglit in publick, pretend- 
ties to the contrary, leſt their Se- 
Trets, forfooth, ſhould: be expogd 


) Wo the Profanation of the Ignorant, 
I Wor Violationof the Impious. They 


JC 
' 


ornyd the higheſt Acts of their 
orſhip, - conſiſting of ridiculous, 
pbſcene, or inhumane Rites, m the 
moſt Receſles of Temples or Groves 
onſecrated for that purpoſe : And 
t was mexpiable Sacrilege for any 
0 * enter theſe but ſuch as hada 
pecital Mark and Privilege, or as 

uch as toask Queſtions about what 
aſſed 1n them. All the Excluded 
ere for that Reaſon ſtiPd the Pro- 
axe, as thoſe not in Orders with us 


Fe Laity.. | | 
-*Þ 3 3. But 
7 
ol | . bY 
- | * ——Procul, O procul eſte Profani ! 


Conclamar vates, toroq) abliſtice luco. F Virg. 
Callimach, in Hymn, *"E vg5 $195 9595 ANTE? 5» 


be 


Ceremomes, Sacrifices, Plays, ©'c. Ch. 1. 
making the. ſuperſtitious People be- yg 


70 Chriſtianity not Motors. 


Seft. 3. 3. But the cunning Prieſts, who 
> knew how to turn eve thing to 
their own Advantage, thought fit 
to 27.1t1ate or in{trutt certain Perſons 
in the Meaning of their Rites. They 
gaveout that ſuch as died aninitiated 
* wallow'd in infernal Mire, whilft 
the Purified and Initiated dwelt with 
the Gods ; which as well increas'd 
their Veneration for, as a Deſire 0 
enjoying ſo great a Happineſs, The 
Initiated, after ſome Years Prepara- 
tion to make them value what coſt 
ſo much Time and Patience, were 
devoutly ſworn Þ never to diſcover 
what they ſaw or heard, tho they 
might diſcourſe of them amonglt 

_ themſelves, leſt too great a Con- 
{traint ſhould tempt them to blab 
the Secret. And ſo religioully they 

| kept this Oath, that ſome of them, 
after 
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Chriſtianity 20t Wy terious. 7s 


after their Converſion to Chriſtian;- Ch. r.- 
zy, could hardly be brought to de- ge) 
re what paſſed at their Initiation 
in Genitl ſm. The A thenians thought 
no:Tormentsexquiſiteenough to pu- 
niſh Djagoras the Philoſopher, for 
divulging their Myſteries; Fad not 
content. to brand him with Atheiſm 
for laughing attheir Weakneſs, they 
promis'd a Talent as a Reward to 
any that ſhould kill him. *T'was 
Death to ſay Adonis was a Man ; 
ſome ſuffer'd upon that Account : 
And many were torn in pieces at 
the -Orgies of Bacchus, for their un- 
adyis' Curioſity, _ 
4. Credible Authors report, chat 
the. Prieſts confeſs'd to the Initiated 
|| how theſe Myſtick Repreſentations 
were: inſtituted at firſt in Comme- 
moration of ſome remarkable Acci- 
dents, or to the Honour of ſome _ 
great Perſons that oblig'd the World 
y their Vertues and uſeful Inventi- 
| onsto Pay them ſuch Acknowledg- 
- ments. - But let this. be as 1t will, 
Myein 1n their Syſtems fignify*d\fo Mucs. 
initiate: Mheſ is, Initiation : M) hes, Mujjors. | 


A I. 


5. FF. Bs ardvgiy UTICA PIT 
AV. denoted -Þ&- Perian.#0. b6: nelbia wa 
Mugs. who Wasy' C calld- an Epopt when ad- 
Mociſczor. THIKEEG 5: 28d Meer J: py Dattringyn 
which 12 046 HHUHATE Db As there were, 
ſeveral; Degrees, Þ there WAF die 
ferent {orts.of Myſterigs, i moſt 

_ famous. were the $ ans acts; the 
Eleuſinien, the Egyptian, and thoſe 
of. Bacchws, commonly known by 

the Name of Orgies ; ho the * word 
is fometirnes put for any of the ior: 
[mer{:1\ - 

4468) From what has been aid it is 
clear, that they underſtood by _ 
frery in thoſe Days a thing intelligible 
of it (elf, but ſo wail'd by others, that 
it could not be known-without. ſpecial 
Revelation. 1 need not add, that. 
in all the Greek and Roman Authors 
it is conſtantly put, as a very vul- 
gar Expreſſion, - for any thing ſacred 
or profane that is deſignedly kept {e- 
cret, or accidentally obſcure. And 
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ee clearly 


by the Cratt or Superſtition of their 
Forefathers, will have ſome Chr:i/t;- 


az Dottrines to be {till myfterions in 
the ſecond Senſe .of the Word, that 


is, #xroxcetruvable in themſelves however 


| clearly reveaPd. They think a long 


Preſcription wall argue it FRY in 
any to appear againſt them,. and in- 
deed Cuſtom has made it dangerous. 


But, {lighting ſo mean Conſiderati- 
ons, if I candemonſtratethat in the 


New Teſtament Myſtery is always 


us'd in the firſt Senſe-of the Word,.. 


or that of the Gertiles, yiz. for 


things naturally very intelligible, but. 
fo cover'd by. pw Words or 
A 


Rites, that Reaſon could. not diſcover 


them 


7 4 


Se. 3. them without ſpecial Revelation ; and 
&YY that the Vail isactually taken away; 


then it will manifeſtly follow that 
the Dofrines ſo reveaPd cannot 


now be properly called Myſertes. 


_ 7. This is what I hope to perform 


in the Sequel of this Section, to the 


entire Satisfaction of thoſe: ſincere 
Chriſtians more concern'd for the 
Truth than the old or gainful Opi- | 
nion. Yet I muſt firſt remove out 
of my way certain common Places 
of cavilling, with which, not only 
the raw Beginners of the moſt um- 
plicite Conſtitutionraiſea great Duſt 
upon _ Occaſions, tho = _ to 
ſpeak of any thing pertinently when } 
"Pd out of ww adn Rog ; but 

truly their venerable-Teachers are 
not aſham'd ſometimes to play at 
this ſmall Game, which, they know, 
rather amuſes the Prejudic'd of their 
own fide, than edifies the Adyerfa- 
ries of any ſort. I wiſh there were 


more +even of a well-meaning Zeal 
. without Knowledg, than of -Art or 
Cunning in this Conduct. 


CHAP. 


_ Olfiſtranity not Myſterious. 75 
| | "<p - C H A : IT. ES 
That nothing ought to be called a My- 
| - ſtery, becanſe we have 'not an ade- 
quate Idea of all its Properties, nov 


any at all of its Eſſence. 


4 
4 5 
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S. Y Shall diſcuſs this Point with 

all the Perſpicuity IT am able. 
And, firſt, T affirm, That nothing 
can be ſaid tobe a Myſtery, becauſe we 
have not an adequate Idea of it, or a 
arftintt View of all its Properties at 
once; for then every thing would be a 
Myſtery. The Knowledg of finite 
Creatures 1s gradually progrefhve, 
as Objects are preſented to the Un- 
derſtanding. Adam did not know 
ſo much in the twentieth as inthe 
hundredth Year of his Age ; and Je- 
ſus Chrift 1s exprefly recorded to- 
have encreas'd inWifdom as well 25 in Luk.2.52. 
Staterre. We are ſaid to know a 
thouſand' things, nor caft we doubt 
of it; yet wenever have a full Con- 

ception 
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C briſtianity not Mypteriate 


ception of whatever belongsts t 


2m, 
® 


F; underſtand nothing berrer-rhan 
this Table upon which T aminow. 
writing :- T concerveit diviſible into” 
Parts ___ alt Imagination ; brit 


cauſe I-cannoricount the 


and Figures? I am convinc'd that 
Plants have a regular Contexture, 
and a Multitude of Veſſels, many of 
them equivalent or analogous to 


thoſe of Animals, whereby they re>.. 


_ ceive 2 Juice from the Earth, and 


- 


Prepare it, changing ſome into'their 


own Subſtance, and evacuating the 


excrementitious Parts. But I do not 
clearly comprehend how all theſe O- 
perations are perforn'd, though EF 


know very well what 1s meant by 
a Tree. or, FER ret 

9. The Reaſon is, becauſe know- 
ing nothing of Bodies but their Pro- 


perties, God has wiſely provided we 
ſhould underſtand no more of theſe than 
are uſeful and neceſſary for us; whuch 
is all our preſent Condition OE 
ok Thus 


r g” 
9 
"+ 
AI 


diſtintly perceive their Quantity | 


yu. gp As 


* QOviſtianitya nat. i Myſteriu. 6 mT | F " 


Thus vi Eyes; are: not given'us to Ch. 2, 

ſce: alh Quantities, nar-perhaps any SV 

thing as1sin wich; butasithears 

ſamg:Relation: to: us,” - What-1s too 

minute, as- it: eſcapes our Sight, ſo: 

it: can: neither harm nor- benefit us: 

and: we-have a; better View: of Bo- 

dies: the nearer we: approach them; 

becauſe then they become more cons - 

venzent or. inconvenient; butas we 
remove. farther off -we loſe their 

Sight with their Influence. Pm 
perſwaded there's no Motion which 

does not excite ſome Sound 1n Ears 

diſpos'd to be affected with propor- 
tionable- Degrees of Force irom-the 

Aw; and, it may be, the fmall A- 
nimals concern'd can hear the Sreps 
of the Spider, as we do thoſe of 
Men and Cattel. From theſe and 
Miltonsof other Inftances 1t -15 ma- 
niteſt, that we have little Certain- 
ty of an thing but as it 15 noxious | 
or beneficial to us.. - - 

Right] ſpeaking then, we 

Ware \ GT. to comprehend any - 

thing when its chief Properties and 


their ſeveral Uſes are known to i: : 
or 
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Seft. 3. for * 10 cmprehend in all correft:u- 
LV thors is nothing elſe but zo kxowp.;. 
and as of what :s not knowable. we 

can have no Idea, ſoit is nothing to. 

— us. Tt 1s improper therefore to ſay 
2 thing is above our Reaſon, becauſe 

we know no more of 1t than con-, 
cernsus, and ridiculous to ſuperſede 

our Di{quiſitions about it upon that. 

ſcore. What ſhould we think of a 

Man that would ſtifly maintain Wa- 
ter to be above his Reaſon, and that 
he would never enquire into its Na- 

ture, nor employ it in his Houſe or 
Grounds, becauſe he knows not 

/ how many Particles gotoa Drop ; 
whether the Air paſſes through it, 1s 
incorporated with it, or neither * iſ 
This is for all the World as tf I 

_ would notgo becauſe I cannot fly. WW: 
Now, ſeeing the Denominations of 
things are borrow'd from their known 
Properties, and that no Properties are 
kzowable bat. what concern us, or ſerve 

1780 
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0 diſcover ſuch as do, we cannot be Ch. 2. 
accountable for comprehending no vv 
| other, nor juſtly ' requir'd more by 

reaſonable Men, much leſs by the 
alwife' DEITY. i © | 
11, The moſt compendious Me- 

thod- therefore to acquire ſure and 
uſeful Knowledg, is nerther to trouble 

our ſelves nor others with what is uſe- 

leſs, were it known ; or what is impoſſi- 

ble to be known at all, SinceT ealily 
perceive the good or bad Effects of 

Rain upon the Earth, what ſhould 

I be the better did I coinprehend its 
Generation in the Clouds ? for after 

all T could make no Rain at my Plea- 

ſure, nor prevent its falling at any 

time. A probable Hypotheſis will 
not'give Satisfaction in ſuch Caſes : 

The Hands; - for Example, of two 
Dials may have the ſame Motion, 

tho the Diſpoſition of the latent 
Springs which produce it ſhould'be 

very different. - And to affirm this 

or that to be the Way, will not do, 
unleſs.you can demonſtrate that no 

other poſſible Way remains. Nay, 
ſhould you hit upon the real Man- 


ner, 


80 Chitin _ ke enim, 
Sect. z.-ner; you cad never bedureof it; be 
Bd cauſe the Evidence: of Matters of 

Fa& ſolely depends upon: Feftimhn- 
Ny : Ants it follows not thavſuch; 
thing is ſo, becauſe itmay beſo... 
x2; The Application-of this Diſ. 
courſe to my. Subit&t admits df ma 
Difficulty ; and: it is, firſt, That'm 
Chriſtian Doftrine, aowmone tha an 
ordinary Piece of Na atare,can bereputed 
a Myſtery, becauſe: we Jaoce tot ow: alli 
qreate or complent Tara of. whatever be. 
longs toit. Secondly, That what i 
reveal" din Religion; 4s it i« moſt nſ6. 
ful and neceſſary, ſo'it muſt and og 
be as eaſily-comprehended, an f 
conſiſtent with our common / ations AM 
what we know of Mood or Stone, q 
Air, of Water, or the like. And 
F hirdly, That when we do as famili 
arly- explain ſach Dottrines, as what 
is known of natural things, (which [ 
pretend we can) we may then be 4 
- properly ſaid to comprehend the one a 
_ the other. 
x 3. They trifle then exceedingly; 
and diſcover a mighty Scarcity offfln 


better Arguments, who defend theirſji 
| Myſteries 


NN 24; nfteries by this oieifi Shift of Ch. 2. 
| drawing Inferences* from what is WY 
Gen gh to what is known, or of 


inſifting- upon adequate Ideas ; EX- 
=p ene willagree, "as ſome do, to 


y Spire of Grals,. Sitt and 
Sta; Rik or Fleſh, profotnt 
M ern Andif out of a' ACl- 
gh. or worſe Humour $4 will be 
ſtill fooling, and call theſe things 
 Myfteries, I'm willing to admit as 
many as they pleaſe ug Religion, if 
they will allow melikewiſe to make s 
mine as intelligible BO others as theſs 
are to me. 

14. But to finiſh this Point, 1 
conclude, that neither God himſelf, 
[nor any of his Attributes, are My- 
feries to us for want of an adequate 
Idea: No, not Erernity. The my- >» 
ſterious WW i#s do tiever more expoſe 
themſelves than when they treat of 
Eternity 1n particular. Then they 
think themſelves in their i IMPregna-» 

_ ble Fortreſs, and ftrangely inſult 
y over thoſe dull Creatures that can- 
olfinot find a thing where it 15not. For 
effi any Bounds (as Beginning or End) 
-jes c could 


82 Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
Se. 3. could be affign'd to Erernity, i 
ay—Lceaſes immediately to be what I 

Thould ; and you frameonly a finite, 
or rather 4 negative Idea, which is 
the Nature of all Limitation. Nor 
can it be faid, that therefore Ererni- 
ty is above Reaſon i in this Reſpe&, or 
that it 15 any Defect in us not to ex- 
hauft its Idea ; for what greater Per- 
feQtion can be aſcrib'd to. Reaſon 
than to know preciſely the Nature 
of things? And does not all its Er- 
rors lie in attributing thoſe Proper: 
ties to a thing which 1t has not, 0 
taking any away that it contains: 
Eternity therefore 15 no more above 
Reaſon, becauſe it cannot be imagiw al 
than a Circle, becauſe it may ; tor 1 
both Caſes Reaſon performs its Part 

- according to the difterent Nature 

_ of the Objects, whereof the one 1 

eſſentially imaginable, the othe 
Fu 


. Now it appears that the pre 

La Myſteriouſzeſs of Eternity do 
not conf{iſt in the want of an ad: 
quate N otion, Which is all that wv 
conſider in it at prefent, The Dil 
culti 
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culties rais'd from 1ts NN as;. Ch. 2. 


A that Succeſſion ſeems to make it finite, WNW 
. | andthatalithings muit exi#t together 
 zf it beinſtantaneots,' T deſpair not- 


of ſolving yery eaſily.; andrendring 
Infinity alſo (which isjinſeparable 
from 1t,; or- rather a different Conſi- 
deration of the ſame thing); as little 
myſterioas.as that three aud two make - 

_ five. But this falls naturally into 
Wny ſecond Diſcourſe, where I give a 
particular Explication.of the Chriſti- 

ax Tenets, according to' the general 
Principles I am eſtabliſhing in this. 

16. As we know 'not all the Pro- 
perties of: things, .ſo we..can never 
conceive the Eſſence of any. Sub- 
ſtance in the World. To avoid Am- : 
biguity, Idiſtinguiſh, after an excel- % 
lent modern Philoſopher, the Nam- 
nal from the, Real'E ſſence of a thing. 

The nominal Eſſence is 4 Collition of 
thoſe Properties "OY Modes which. we 
Prancipally obſerve in any thing, and 
to which-we give one common Denomi- 
vation or, Name, Thus the.zominal 

Eſſence of the: Sun is a bright, hot, 

and: round Body, at. a certain Di- 
G' 2 ſtance 


OO OT 


Ap. 


Dine. I 
hadith abes RO>.,; 
_ 


mats” 
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"KE |.C briſtiauuty not Myſterious. 
Sect. 3. ſtance from us, and that has a con- 
LV ſtant regular Motion. 


| Whoever 
hears the word .S4z pronounc'd, 
this is the Idea he has of it. He may. 
conceive more of -its Properties, or 
not. all theſe; but it is fill a Col- 
le&ion of: Modes or Propertzes that 
makes his. Idea. So the Nominal 
Efjence of Honey conſiſts in its Co- 


| Jour, Taſte, and other known At- 


tributes. 
' 17, But the real Eſſence is that in- 
trinſick Conſtitution of a thing which 


| ts the Ground or Support of all its 


Properties, and from which they na- 
turally flow or reſult. Now thowe 
are perſwaded that the Modes of 
things muſt ghave ſuch a Subject to 
exiſt in, (for they cannot ſubſiſt a- 


lone) yet we are abſolutely igno- 


rant of what it 1s. We conceive 
nothing more diſtinetly than the 
mention'd. Properties of the Sun, and 
thoſe whereby Plants, Fruits, Me- 


tals, &*c. are known to us ; but we 
. have no manner of Notion of the 


ſeveral Foundations of theſe Proper- 
ties, tho we are very ſure in the 
PE mean 


%\' ED hd 
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ble Qualities therefore of rag; aha 


Names, .for which: Reaſon tt 
call'd their Nominal Eſſence. 
18. It follows now. very plainl 
that nothing can be ſaiqfo be a Mhſte 
zy, becauſe we are 1ghorant of its real 


in one t 
never econcery'd or © included in the 


we: give *em, TI had not much in- 
ſiſted upon this Point,” were it not 
for the ſo often repeated Sophiſtry 
of ſome that rather merit the Enco- 
mums of great Readers than great 
Reaſoners, When they would have 


the moſt palpable Abſurdities and 
Contradictions go down with o- 
thers, or make' them place Religion 


in Words that ſignify nothing, or 
what they are not able to explain, 


then they wiſely tefl them, that 

they are ignorant of many things, 

eſpecially the Eſſence of their pwn 

douls ; and that therefore they mult 
| G 7. 


are. 


, 4 
fo 


Eſſence, Fees it is not more knowable 
. ing than in another, and.-is 


Heas we have of things, or the Names 


8 
mean time;, that. ſome' ſuch thing. Ch. 2. 
muſt neceſſarily be. ' The obſerya- WY 


g 


, h 


86 Chriſtianity not Myſterious: 
SECE.'?2. not always deny what tl 
THYV conceive: But this 1snot all;tor 
they would (inſtead of' confuting 
them) tmake' thoſe ipaſs'for ridicu- 

_ tous (or 'arrogant Pretenders, who 
maintain that ozly intelizpible and poſ- 
ſible" things * ure the Sabject. of Belief, 
they induſtrigafly repreſent them as 
preſuming to<define the” Efſexce of. 

_ God with'thatof created} Spirits. 
And after they have fuffigtently.ag- 
gravated this Preſumption- of their 
own coining, they conclude, that 
if the Contexture of the ſmalle{t Peb- 
ble is not to be accounted" for, then: 
thev ſhould not in{1{t upon ſuch ri- 
gorous Terms of Believing, but 
ſometimes be content to fubmit their: 
Reaſon to-their Teachers,” and the 
Determinations of the Church. : 

19. Whoperceives not the Weak- 
neſs and Slight of' this Reaſoning ? ll 
We certainly know as much: of the | 
SOUL as we do of any thing elſe, 
it not more. *We form the cleareſt 
Conceptionsof Thinking, Knowing, 
Imagining, Willing, Hoping, Lo- 
ving, andthe like Operations of the 

nA” Mind. 


Ovitianity not : Myberious: $7 


Mind. But weare Strangers to the Ch..2, 


Sabjef# wherein theſe Ope 
iſt. So are we to that upon which 
the Roundneſs, Softneſs, Colour, 
_ and Taſte ofa Grape depend. There 
1s nothing fnore evident 'than the 
Modes or Properties of BODY, as 
to be extended, ſolid, , diviſible, - 

ſmooth, rough, ſoft, hard, &<. But 

we. know as little of the interna] 
Conſtitution, which- is the Support 
of theſe ſenſible Qualities, as we do 
of that wherein the Operations of 
the SOUL reſide. And, as the great 
Man I juſt now mention'd obierves, 

we may as well deny the Exiſtence of 
Body, becauſe we have not an Idea of 
its real Eſſence, as call the Being of 
the Soul iz queſtion for the ſame Rea- 
ſon. The Idea of the Soul then iseve- 
ry whit as clearand diſtinEt as that 


| of the Boay; and had there been 
(as theres not) any Duflerence, the 
Soul muft have carried the Advan- 
tage, becauſe its Properties are more 
 immedaately known to us, and are 
the Laght whereby WE diſcover all 


things 


elides.. ©: 
(x4 an 4 


tions eX> WNW 


on |. Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
Seft. 3, 20. As for GOD, wecomprehend 


WY nothing better than his Attributes. 
Weknow not, it*s true, the Nature 
of that eternal Szbjet#. or Eſſence 
wherein Infinite. Goodneſs, Love, 
Knowledg,: Power and Wiſdom co- 
exiſt; but we are not. better ac- 
' quainted with the real Efſence of any 
of his Creatures. As by the Idea 
and Name of GOD we underſtand 
his known Attributes: and Proper- 
ties, {o we underſtand thoſe of all 
chings elſe by theirs; and we con- 
cerve the oneas clearly as we do the 
other. Tremark*d in the Beginning . 
of this Chapter, that we knew no- 
_ thing of things but ſuch of their 
Properties as were zeceſſary and »ſe- 
ful, We may ſay the ſame of God; 
for every Act of our Rel:gion 1s di- 
rected by the Conlideration of ſome 
of his Attributes, without ever 
thinking of- his Efſexce. Our Love 
to him 1s kindled by his Goodneſs, 
and our Thankfulneſs by his Mer- 
cy ; our Obedience 1s regulated by 
hs Juſtice ; and our Hopes are con- 
fhrm*d by his Wiſdom and Power. 


'21. I 


(hriſtianity not Myſterious. 8 

' 21: Ithink I may now warranta- Ch. 2.. 
bly conclude, that nothing is a My- ww 
ſtery, becauſe we know+not its Eſ 
ſence, ſince it appears that it is nei- 
ther knowable in it ſelf, nor ever _ 
thought of -by us : 'So that the Dz- 
vine Being himſelf cannot with more 
Reaſon be accounted myſterious in 
this. Reſpeft, than the moſt con- 
temptible of his Creatures. Nor 
am T very much concern'd that theſe 
Eſſences-eſcape my Knowledg : for 
I am fix?d in the Opinion, that what 
Infinite Goodneſs has not been pleafd 
to reveal to us, we are either ſx, Y may 


ly capable to diſcover our ſebyes, or 
need not underſtand it at all, 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 


CC A P. 


The Signification of the word Myite. 
ry i» the New Teſtament, and the 
Writings of the moſt antient Chri 


ftians. 


22. T FJ Aving 1ſo diſpatch'd theſe 
k þ 44equate Ideas, and, I know i 

not - what, real Eſſences, we come 
now to the main Point upon which | 
the whole Controverſy chiefly de 
pends. For. the Queſtion being, 
whether or no Chriſtianity 1 myſteri- 
o4s, 1t ought tobe naturally decided 
by the New Teſtament, wherein the 
Chriſtian Faith 15 originally con- 
tain'd. TI heartily defire to put the 
Caſe upon this Ifſue, I appeal to 
this Tribunal : For did I not inf 
nitely prefer the Truth I learn from 
theſe ſacred Records to all other 
Conſiderations, I ſhould never aſſert 
that there are no Myſteries in Chri- 
ſtianity, The Scriptares have en- 
* eagdmeinthis Error, if it be one 
an 
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Chriſtianity not Myſterious, FR 91 
K 2nd I will ſooner be reputed Hetero- Ch. 3, © 
dox 'with theſe only. on my fide, + 
than to paſs for Orthodox, with the 
whole World, and have them a- 
aint me. a, IS 
23. Now by ſearching the Scrip- 
tares T find ſome-of the Evangelick 
Doctrines calPd;My/terzes, 1n.a more 
 Mgeneral,orin a more particular Senſe, 
Fhey: are more generally 1ſo-calPd 
with' reſpect to-all Mankind :. for 
being: certain Matters of Fact only 
known to God -and lodg'd in his 
"| Decree, or ſuch Events as were 
quite loſt and forgot in the World, 
it was impoſſible for any Perſon, tho 
E never fo wile or.learned, to diſcover 
them , for the things of. God knoweth 1 Cor. 2 « 
none but the Spirit of: God, as none '** 
| can find.out the: ſecret Thoughts of 
"YN Man:till he tells them himſelf, Such 
" Revelations then of: God in the New 
Teſtament are call'd: Myſteries, not 
irom any preſent: Inconcervableneſs 
or Obſcurity, but:with reſpect to 
what they were before this Revela- 
tioz, as that 1s calPd our Task which 
we long ſince perforn'd., © 


oy 


24. It - 


g2 Chriſtianity not Myſterious) = 
CYL 


let him hear .the Apoſtle Paul de- 
clare for himſelf and his Fellow-La-8 
bourers in the Goſpel : We ſpeak, 
ſays he, the Wiſdom of God hid in 4 
Myſtery, which God ordain'd before the 
World for our Glory, which none of, 
the Princes of the World knew, &c. 
And, to ſhew that this Divine Wiſ- 
dom was a Myſtery for want of re-. 
vealing Information, he: preſently 
heard, neither have entred into thei 
Heart of Man the things which Gol i 
hath prepar'd for them that love hims ; ſe 
but God hath reveaÞ'd them to us by 
his Spirit. The moſt perſpicaciousFÞ 

Philoſophers were- not le to foretet 
the Coming of Chr:#, to diſcover 
the Reſarretion of the Body, nor 
any other Matter of Fact thar 1s de-i 
liver'd in the Goſpel : And if they 
happen'd now and then to ſay ſome- i 
thing like the "Truth, they did but i 
divine at beſt, and could never be 
certain of their. Opinion, It is a 
moſt dehghtful thing- to conſider 
what Pains the enquiring Heathens 
Were 
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were of ſon 
| u 


- 
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25. 

"WCondition, acquainted them alſo 
with the Fralty of their Natures, 
{nd the numberleſs Calamities con- 
Wta tly ous in et They could 
"ſpot perſwade themſelves. that. the 
/ Wpecies of Man came in ſuch deplo- 
Fable Circumſtances out of the 
MHands of an infinitely good and mer- 
Wiful Deity ; and ſo were inclin'd to 
Wmpute all to the Wickedneſs of 
"Wdult Perſons, till they percerv*d 
What Death and Misfortune did not 
/ Fare innocent Children more than 
" {Robbers and Pirates. At laſt they 

Smagin'd 4 pre-exiſtent State, where- 
| x 64 Soul ating ſeparately like 


\ngels, might have contracted 


10 


* Fome extraordinary Guilt, and s 
bs a or 


04 Chriſtianity not Myſterious.” 
Se&t. z. for Puniſhment be tliruſt into-thy 
LY V Body, which they ſometimes com- 
, pard to a Priſfon;' but oftner: to a 
* Grave, This 'was' likewiſe the 
i Origin of Tranſmigration, tho in pro- 
= ceſs of Time the Sins of this Work 
became as much concern'd in; that 
Opinion as thoſe of the other.” 'But 
nothing 1s more ingenious than the 
Account which Cebes the Theban 
gives us of the: Matter in his mo] 
excellent Portratture of pumane Life, 
; He feigns + Inmpoſtare ſitting in a 
] Throne at the Gate'of Life, in th: 
Shape of a moſt beautiful -Lady 
holding a Cup in her Hand : She 
obligingly preſents it to all that ar: 
on their Journey to this World, and 
theſe as civilly accept it; but th: 
Draught proves Ipzoraxce and Er 
| ror, Whence proceed all the Difor 
0 ders and Mifery of their Lives. 
26, Tis Point was a great: 'M 
ſtery to theſe honeſt Philoſopher 
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Chriſtianity not Myſterious! 95 
who had only Pancy to guide them, Ch. oo 


thing is now no; Myfery to us' that 16. 
have the Mind of Chrit. Weknow 

that Adam the firſt Man became al- 

ſo. the firſt Sinner and Mortal ; and 

that ſo the whole Race propagateds 

from him could be naturally-no-bet- 

ter than he was : By oze Man Sinen- Rom.s.12 

ter'd into the World, and Death by 

S2. = 
27. But ſome Doctrines of the 

Goſpel are more particularly calPd 

Myſteries, becauſe they were hid 

from God's peculiar People under 

the Moſaick Oeconomy ; not that 

they knew nothing concerning them, . 

for the Law had a Shadow of good yieb. 10.1. 

things to come ; but they were not 

clearly and fully revealed till the 

New Teſtament Tunes, being vaild 

'F before by various Typical Repreſen- 

\J tations, Ceremomes, and figurative 

| Expreſſions. Chri# tells his Diſci- 

| ples, Many Prophets and K jngs have Luke >. 

defir*d to ff thoſe things which you ſee, 24: 

1 4:4 have not ſeen them, and:to hear 


thoſe 


*% _— 
oo l 
—_— * 


and could not pretend to Inftrufti- vv; 
ons from the Mina of God Sy but the I Cor. 2. 


- 


Sec. 3..thoſe things which you hear, andhwue 

WY not heard them. - Paubiays; we uſe 

2 Cor. 3» great Plainneſs: of Speeoby and: mot as 

12,13: Moſes who put 4 Vail over bi Face : 

And then expreſly adds, that: zhs 

ver. 14. VAIL istuken away iz Chrift; which 

could not be truly aftirn'd,; were 

« the things reveaPd {till inconceiva- 

ble : for I know no Difference be- 

tween not hearing of a thing at all, 

and not comprehending it when-you 

remarkable Words; The Preaching 

Rom. 16, rd Jeſas | C hrift according ZO the Reve- 

25, 29 {ation of the Myſtery which was kept 

ſecret ſince the World began, - but now 

zs made manifeſt ; and by the Scrip- | 

tures of the Prophets, according to the 

Commandment of the everlaſting Goa, 

made known to all Nations for x i Obe- 

atence of Faith. . "2-3 

28. Theſe Paſſages alone ſuffici- 

ently provethe Afertions contain'd 
in N*6 and'7 of this SeQion, viz; 

Firſt, that he Myſteries of the Goſpel 
were certarn | things 77 their own N Vo | 

ture intelligible enough, but calf d My- 
Tteries by reaſon of -' the V ail under A 


which 


1 has i 


to. their Gaule,.. 1 ; 5 it. ſhould be 
malitiouſly: infiouared;: ps I ſerve 
the holy Seriptares after the. Fame 


manner,..I-ſhall here franſcrib 

the Paſſages of. the: New. Teft 

where the wo rd Myſtery occurs, that 

a Man rugning may read with < 

viction what IL Hens Ea he whole 

may be commodiout 

for the Goſpel Or. the G tft: 
al, as'it was. 2 fature 


"yt 5 > por evan Nog 
Parables: — —_ 
, P O. Mey 1S read for the mage bo 


JowkigP! 
ends oe 
#þipro0 theRevelafionof theMYSTE 
which waF\kopr” porctys Ince the World 
beoan's button is matt manifeft, and 
by thei W: ritings' of rhe Pro phets, 4 
' cording to the C anaibont of. tht 
everlaſting God, ade knoww toll 
Nations for the Obedience. of "Faith. 
Now, in'what Senſe" could this Mh- 
ferybeiaid'to be-reveaPd /'this Se-IN 
cret tobe mademanifeſt, to bemadefſ 
knowntoall Nations by the Preach 
ing: of. the Apoſtles, it it remain'd 
{i} incomprehenſible? A mighty] 
Favour indeed ! to bleſs the World 
 withaqparcebof unintelligible Noti- 
ons or Hxpteſfions, when it was ab / 
ready overſioded wath- the' Ar$ 
fick Diſcourſes of AF fore, with: the 


2 
Y 
h 


weale' to oYGy 0: of th 

and never t6:any of whe rene 
this: means the obſequijous rod 
spologiz2d tor all that was found 
c— ncoherent, s oDions 
or 10compreben UD E111 the OrKS 
thew ſeveral Mi LEFS. -: | .04any that - 
complauyd of. Inconfiſtency or Ob- 
| ſcurity, they preſently. anſwer'd, 
| ©, Sir, this: Ph;oſopher. faid it, and 
yau- ought: theretare to believe it: 
He knew: this own: Meaning well 
enough, ;tho- he. car'd not, it may 
be; that allothers ſhguld do it too: 
$0 theiQceafions. of your .Scruples, 
Sir, axe only-{eeming, - and not real: 
But the Chriſtian. Religion has no 
5 need of fuck miſerable” Shifts and 


: 


ds 


Artifices, there being nothing in- it 
4 . above, C or £ORtr ary. t0 the {triCteſt R Ca- 
þ&f ſor : - And ſuch as are-of another 
| Mind:imay s well. ju y the idle 


1 hana the E Phi the Im- 


picties 


100 COritihit not __ 2 
ft. 3. picties and Fables of the Akvran, or 
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a rd age i 1 4.1 1. "Lars 

M pe D accouhr ae thi Kee af 
of C iſt, and the Stewards or Pifp 
fers of the MTSTERIES of God 

that 1s, the Preachers of thoſe Do. 
Qrines which God' was pl 

reveal. The fourth *Paſſac 

Ephel. 6. 9. "Projing— for m ht, 2h 
Utterance may be given unto me that 1 
may open' my Mouth boldly, to make 
known the MYSTERY of the Goſpel. 
Se] to _ is the fift 1 Paſſa 

Col. 4. 3, 4. Praying alſo for # 
Ce ed DI 
rerance to ſpeak the M YS T Et ir Fo 
Chrit—that I may make it 'manife#t 
as IT ought to \ ſpeak. "The Clearneſs 
_ of theſe Words admits'of no Com- 
ment, The fixth Paſſipe'is-iniCo/. 
'2. 2. That their Hearts nighy be com- 
forted being knit together i in-{ove, and t 
_ wato all the *Riches of thi fall Aſſu- of 


Tapce of Ord rPanding, forhe as 7 by 
le 


RT, of Gud, Ch. 3. 
wo. 


-f.the MISTE 
s £ the Father, ang I #: | Chrizt. 
Here is evid, yg t the Reve 


= Priviley Jes we. now, enjoy 
The ſeventh Paſſage is in 1 Tim. 
8, 9. Likewiſe mai the Deacons | 
grave, not double-tongu'd, not Few ; 
FO much Wi; ine, not greedy of filthy Lu- 
cre, holding t the MYS TERY of the 
Faith in 4 pare Conſcience ; that is, 
It 1ying to. wnat th Y x&leve. The 
cighth .and, laſt Paſſage relating to 
Jead is in 177m. 3+ 16. And 
—_— Controverſy great is the MY- 
STER TYof Godlineſs : God was ma- 
nifeit inthe Fleſh, juſtify d in the Sph- 
rit,. ſeen. of Angels, fre ach'd unto the 
Gentiles, beliew'd onin the-Warld, re- 
cen d pinto Glory, I will not now 
infiſt,upog. the yarious. Readings of 
theſe Wards, , nor critically deter- | 


-| mine;which x 5 ip pyrzous, or , genuine. 


ens ow. much. focver; 
_ G H On ie 


162 


Sect, 3: differ- about theit Sebſe)\ as Xe: vl 
V the Gradations of the Verſt af ( It 7 
2 ſpel-R evelations ; ſo that #he- 
ry of Godlineſs cannot be reftr in 

£0 atiy one, but is common to thei 
all: Tt-refers not to the Narute of 
arty of them in particular, but to the 
Revelation: of them all in peneral. 
And it muſt be granted, withoutany 
Difpute, that the - gracious 'Mant- 
feſtation. of Chri# and his Goſpel is 
. not only to us wonderfully ſtupen- 
| dous and ſurprizing, - but that it was 
likewiſe a very great Myſtery toall 
preceding the Vew 7 ef ament-Diſpen- 
ſation. From theſe Paſſages it ap- 
pears, that the Goſpel and the fol- 
lowingExpreff ons are ſynonymous, 
viz, The Myſtery of the-Faith, the 
Myſtery Ae 2, and C rw 4. My- 
ſtery of Godlineſs, and t ery's 
* The Ol het No Dofrine Gr £4 
ats 20. Goſpel is till a Myſtery, (for the Apo- 
20,27 ſtles conceaPd nothing from that was 
uſeful, and have ucquainiew 'us with 
the whole Counſel 'of God :) But *tis 
the Goſpel it ſelf that was:heretofore 
indeed a Mijeery, and cafinot _ 
a CT, 
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Nations to. be Men, thought ofino- 
thing \lefs. thanchar the ke Nat 
ever come wherein _ Nations 
might be. veconciPÞd 'ro God; ante Rom. 11. 
made Coherrs' and: [Paredinnds _ Ny 
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was: nevertheleſs reſolv'&-wpon = 
the Divine Decree, /and to'1 b' Jews 
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tinue after"the: Revelation of-4t-td 
Pl, whoy in his Epiſtles, hasopen- 
lydeclar\dirtoall che World, - - The 
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hadieds Chrift) which in ather Ages was nat 
 tvade knowg unto the Sons of. nga 
| ii w0m rewen!' d monte we, hes holy 4þ 
files en-Briephers, by the SP2rt., tos: 
the-Gemtiles ſhould be. Fellow-hetrs, and 
ofthe } ame Body, and \Partakers. + his 
rome in Chriit by the Goſpel— 
tnaptter ell- Men feermbat is the Fellow: 
 ſhipef the MISTERY, which fr 
the Beginning of the. World bath been 
bid in God. The ſecond: Paſſage 1s 
in-Rom. 13: 25, For 1 would not, Bre- 
threng that you ſhould: -be ignorant. of 
thaMYSTER 1, that Blinazeſs:m 
part. happer'd to-T{rael until: the 
$ulniſs of: the Gentiles: be | come-in; 
Fhetbird Paflage is:in Co, r. 25,25, 
AF« 27: —FheChutch, whereof Þ ansmadlt 
& Miniſter  uerording to the Diſpenſa: 
6iop of (Gan -mbich 46; gizeu to:me for 
0g, 70: Jalfl the Word. of Gzod;r even 
#2 MYSLERY-mwhichi hath haen hid 
from -dlges and Gineretions,r hut now 
& made "mantfe#t to: bis: Saints :-t0 
whom God world make known what' are 
ng Tr_ on _ Baa of this = - 
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we rm Gre foe be chang a. bt 
is not the-DoQrrineot ary cefdh. 
ox: then, you: ſee; that is here calPd 
x" Vhſery, but only" this particular 
arcumitance of at,” VIz.' that the 
Living ſhall at the Sound bf the laſt 
Trumpet put off their. Fleſh | and 
Blopd; or ther Mortality, without 
mg, and be in an Inſtant ren: 
incorruptible and. mmortat-as 
wellas thoſe that ſhall revive. In 
the fifth Chapter tothe Epheſians; 
Ver. 31, 132. we learn that the mugry- 
al Love. and Conjundtion:of Afar 
and» Wife is a Typoubdhar indifſo- 
luble Union which is between Chri# 
and his Church. -Fhis was queſts 
onleſs a great Myſterybefore we were 
told xt, | but now there 9s nothing 
more intelligible thanithe Foundati- 
on of that Refemblance 'or Figure. | 
. The Kingdom of Wrntichritt im op- þ| ! 
poſition tothe Goſpalior Kingdom of || 
Chre#t is alſo calld a Mhyftery, wo 7 
caufe1t was:a'fecret Deſign carty'd 
on inſeniy and. by dere: [i 
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anity not Myſterious. = 
3. © adds the ſame Author, they were 
- © not to be 'blany'd for ſparing them- 
« 'Telves' the” abour * of reaſoning. 
< more exaltly than we find'they 
<3 ralſhood fi did. ' That Truth'and 
zould be determin'd by a 
>ds "* Time, Teems to'me' to be the 
moſt ridictl6us of all Follies. 
© 38. Butrff Antiquity can in good 
earneſt add : any wortly to an Opini- 
on, Ithink T need not fear to ſtand 
its Deciſion :'© For if we'conſfider 
© the Dbration of the World; (ſays 
« another celebrated * Writer) as 
« wedo thatof a Mar's Life, cons 
« ſiſting of Infancy, pore 'Man- 
* hood, and old A -\ then 'cer- 
© tainly fuchas vt E efre us were 
&« the Children or the Youth, and 
« we are the true Antients of the 
- &. World. And if Experience (cor- 
« tinues he) be the moſt tonſidera- 
<« ble Advantage which grown Per- 
« ſons have over the younger hen 
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6 ao c ſtionleſs, the 
ence of ſuch as.come laſt into 
« World muſt be. incomparal bly 
« [bags than. of thoſe that were 
*«. born long before, them: for the 
* laſt Comers enjoy not only all the 
« Stock of their Predecellc Sa ut to 
. Ay Sm ATE or. 45 
« Obſervations. _ The! A "Fc It 
are no leſs ingenious than they are 
juſt and ſolid, But if Antiquity 4 
ng 5 in the vulgar Senſe, I 
| have.no Reaſon todeſpair however; 
for my,Hypotheſis too will become 


Condition to ſupport it ſelf. by this 
ommodious Bad of E ER 


: If appear . age theſe Xa 
ther hs oy 2 wok have the. good luck to 
at. once;both the Young and to 
Old = the. Moxld, are on my ſide, 
Tis ,not .out 0 he's Deference to 
their Jud gments, 1 confeſs, that I 
take fs Pains. I have freely de- 
dard what Value I ſet upon their 
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 thatof the Go/fel. Inthe5/h Bodkiof 
his Stromates, whichmer tsthePer- 
vfal of all that ate-curiottstomater- 
ftand the Nature of the Jew und 
Heathen Myſteries | in that Book, 1 
ſay, he puts the Matter out of all 
doubt, and quotes foveral of thoſe 
Texts of Scripture, which' I have 
already alledg'd to this purpoſe, 
Nay, he'tells vs, that #he Gh»yji 
Dj, eipline was caPH' — 
Feraaſ it Wroeght hides #himg Ss" 
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two: holy "Mer and Prophets of God, 
pat: aKrrafs them: was ablt in his 
ſmgle Perfarro carry both MYSTE- 
RTES,'Þ ear het 'ype of 4 his Groſs, 
by:his Nam. | 
Int the. lating alog UC- he calls the 
Predict wondor the Prophets-F'ST ME 
| BOLS,; Po RA DLEY and MY: L 
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Wes exts-of Scripture, from the 1V 4s 
\ \ture.of- Faith, ard. Miracles, am 


COME Menare ſo fond of .M- 
£2 feeries, and it ſeems they find 
their Account-.in-1t, that they are 
ready to hazard any. thing ſooner 
than Part with them. In the mean 
time, whether they: know it or not, 
zey-lay- nothing leſs than thew Re- 
figion-at _ by par CONE 5 for 
it 15 an ugly Sign when People pro- 
feſs - 676 Wi" believe.1s Dowp 
the. Examination .:of- Reaſon,and 
will ſuffer it by no means tocame 
into queſtion : 1t argues in themſelves 
4 Difraf of their Canſe ; and others 
conclude, that what dares not abide.the 
Trial of Reaſon, muſt. needs it ſelf be 
wnreaſonable at: bottom. no hey ey 

_ - 46.Notwithſtanding theſe Conſe- 
quences are-ſo- obvious, they. "_ 
1 61 - _ | en 
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den themſelves againſt them,. and Ch. $- 
are-not aſham*d'to bring even Say. wy" 
zare to countenance: their Aſſertion. 
You ſhall hear. nothing more” fre- 
quently in their Mouths than theſe 
Words of the Apoſtle, Beware ;Je/þ cal. 2. 8. 
any Man ſpoil you by P HILOSORHY 
and vain wes after the 'Tradition 
of Men, after the Radiments of the 
World, LT not after C hrit. RK dis 
culous! as if 'Reaſon and / I rut! 
were Vanity and Craft!» By.Phido: 
ſophy- is not here underſtood ſound — » 
Rbabow, (as all Interpreters agree) 
but the Syſtems ofi;Platog of Argftas 
zle,. of Epicurus, 'of the Acadercks; 


No 


&e, many. :of whoſe Principles are 
_duettly hots to commonSenſe 
and good Morals. Sophiſtry Was Ne- 
ver'more invogue: than-inthe Days 
of. . aul ; -and: feyeral out -of theſe 
Sets s imbracing; Chriſtianity, found 
the way to mix. xt it their, olg Sþ 
_= for good dank ll. . The Apolile 
erefore had weighty grounds:to 
warn his Converts:not to ond 
= Aga of Men with the, Do- 
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. Raefon rant. 2 
the Lax or God, andtheng ) Gmoly 
Mw for a Man can nor | 
ſerve Puniſhment for not ob ſerving 
ſuch Laws as are unintelligible, than 
for-not performit  V eVE 
enjoin' him, 


. then in this Place is. 3h tot 
the carnal Al 4 16) Bios, 
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ed Men ; whoſe P, 
are contrary to the, rex 
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ther eyed where - it-is/f aid, gl 


the MW EAPORS of OHY- W. arfare are 20t 2 Cor. I. 
carnal,: but mighty through ( God to the 4, 5s 


ulling down of ſtrong Holds, caſftin 
= x torn of Yrs wy every a biek 
thing that exalteth_it ſel eat + 
Knowledg of - God, antl briy ing into 
Captivity every Thought 3 F oh Obedi- 

ence of Chriſt. Tt 1s; plain, from the 
Words as well as the Scope of the 
whole, that theſe are the Thoughts 
and Tmaginations of fooliſh and pro- 
fane Men, and ſhould be captivated 
or. reform” d by Reaſon as well. as 
Seriprare ; as, .1n effeft,. they often 
are: for ſuch Perſons not ordinarily 
allowing of. Argument from Scrzp- 
ture, are firſt perſwaded by Reaſon, 
andafter that they receive the Scrip- 
tare. But can Reaſon caſt down or 
deftroy.it ſelf? No; it reduces thoſe 
vain and impious Sophiſms which 
borrow its. Name to cover or autho-. 
rize the Diſorders they occaſion. 
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Ct. 3. - 50. It would be extremely. tedi- | 
VV ous to go one by one over all the | - 
| Texts which ignorant or perverſe || | 
Mea alledg againſt that Uſe of Rea- | ; 
{on 1n Religion whuch I particularly I | 
eſtabliſh. ' Any ſingle Paſſage to my | , 
purpoſe ſhould, one would think, } ; 
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give ſufficient Satisfa&tion to all 
Chriſtian Lovers of Truth : for the 
Word of God mult be every where 
uniform and ſelf-conſiſtent. But I 
have quoted ſeveral in the 24 Chap- 
ter of the ſecond Section, to ſpeak 
nothing of what I perfornvd in the 
foregoing Chapter of the preſent 
Section. Yet becauſe this Reaſon- 
ing might be retorted, and to leave 
no plauſible Pretences to Cavillers or 
Deceivers, I . have punctually an- 
{ſwer'd the ſtrongeſt Objections I 
have obſerv*d 1n the moſt celebrated |} ;« 
Pieces of Divinity; I ſay whuchT ff 
. haveobſerv/a, tor I ſhould read the Þ ,,, 
Goſpel a Million of Times over be- | x; 
fore the Vulgar Notion of Myfery || 15 
could ever enter into my Head, or ff 5"; 
any Paſſage in that Book could ſug- Þ| tj; 
gelt to,me that the Senſe of ic was |} he 
=} | above 
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above Reaſon or Enquiry. Nor do Ch. 4. 
I find my felf yet inclin'd toenvy _ 
thoſe whoentertain other Thoughts | 
| of it, when all the while they open- 
ly acknowledg i it to be a Divine Re- 
velation. - But feeing the moſt ma- 
terial- Difficulty made to me by 
a Friend, 1s, that my Opinion de- \, 
troys the Nature'of Faith,” T ſhall 
with allthe Brevity can deliver my 
Sentynents concerning this Subject. 
5.1. T will ſpend no time upon 
the ordinary Diviſions of Fazth into 
Hiſtorical, Temporary or Juſtify- 
ng, Lively or Dead, Weak or 
Strong, becauſe moſt of theſe are 
not {6 much Faith it ſelf, as diffe- 
rent Effects thereof. The word im- 
ports Belief or Perfiwaſion, as when 
we give Credit to any thing which 
is told us by God or Man ; ; whence 
Faith 1s properly divided into Hu- 
mane and Divine, Again, Divine 
Faith is either when God ſpeaks to 
us immediately himſelt, or when 
we acqureſce in the Words or Wri- 
tings of thoſe to whom we believe. 
he has ſpoken. All Faith r now ” 
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Sett. 3. the World is of this laſt ſort, and 
S&YY by conſequence entirely built upon | 
Ratiocination. For we muſt firſt be 
convinc'd that thoſe Writings are 
theirs whoſe Names they bear, we 
then examine the outward Stateand 
Actions of thoſe Perſons, and laſtly 
underſtand what is contain'd in their 
Works ; -otherwiſe we cannot de- 

\ termine whether they be worthy of 
God or not, much leſs firmly be- 
lieve them. GT : 

52. To beconfident of any thing . 
without concerving 1t, 1s no real 
Faith or Perſwaſion, but a raſh Pre- 
ſumption andan obſtinate Prejudice, 
rather becoming Enthuſiaſts or Im- 
poſtors than the taught of God, who 
has no Intereſt, to delude his Crea- 
tures, nor wants Ability to inform 

' them rightly. I prov'd before, 
(Sed. 2. Chap. 2.). that the Diffe- I * 
rence between Humane and Divine 
Revelations did not confiſt in degrees 
of Perſp:cuity, but in Certitude, So 
many Circumſtances frequently con- 
cur.1n Hiſtory as render it equal.to 
Incuition : "Thus I can as ſoon deny 

"Yon 
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my own Being as the Murder of Ch. 4. 

| Ceero, or the Story of William Www 
the Conqueror ; yet this happens on- 
ly ſometimes : But God ſpeaks al- 
ways Truth and Certainty. 


Fa - 


. . ' 


53. Now ſince by Revelation Men 


are not endu'd with any new Facul- 


» 


ries, it follows that God ſhould loſe 
his end in ſpeaking tothem, if what 

_ hefaiddidnot agree with their com- 
mon Notions. Could that Perſon 
juſtly value - himſelf upon being 
wiſer than his Neighbours, who 
having infallible Affurance that 
ſomething calPd Bl#ri-had a Being 

' 1n Nature, in the mean time knew | 
not what this Bli#r: was? And 
ſeeing the Caſe ſtands really thus; 
all Faith or Perſwaſion muſt neceſia. 
rily conſiſt of two Parts, Kyowleds 
and Aſſent. *Tis the* laſt indeed 
that conſtitutes the formal Att of 

_ Faith, but not without the Evidence 
of the firſt: And this is the true Ac- 
count we have of it all overthe New 
Teſtament. There we read that 
without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe yev,r 1 5. 
God ; but he that cometh to God muſt | 

: KY: believe 
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Rom. 10, 


Ver. 17, 


® Hcb.I1.l. 


Sect. 3. 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious. | 


believe that he is, and that he is a Re- | 
WV warder of them that diligently {eek 


him. So the firm Perſwaſion of a 
pious Man that his Requeſts will be 
granted, is groundequpon his know- 


ledg of the Being, Goodneſs and 


Power of God. It was reckon'd 


no Crime not to believe in Chri# 
before:he was reveal'd ; for how could 


they believe in him of whom they had 
aot heard? But with what better 


Reafon could any be condemn'd for 


not believing what he fſaid,' if they 


_ might not underſtand it? for as far 


as I can ſee thefe Caſes are parallel, 


Faith is likewiſe ſaid to come by hear- 


ing'; but without Underſtanding tis 


plain this Hearing would fignify no- 


thing, Words and their Ideas being 
reciprocal in all I anguages. 


54. The Author of the Epiitle to 
the Hebrews do's not define Fazth a 


Prejudice, Opinion or Conjecture, 
but Conviction of Demonſtration : 
Faith, ſays he, us the confident Ex- 


pettation of things hop*d for, and the 


Demonſiration of things not ſeen, 
Theſe laſt Words, things not ſeen, 


» Ah Ln amb wo 


C briſtiantty not Myſterwus. E 3 5 T 


ſignify not (as ſome would have it) Ch. 4. 
things incomprehenſible or unintel- SW! 
— but 'paſt or future Matters 
of Fact, as the Creation | of the 
World, and the Reſurrection of the 
Dead, or the Belief of ſome things 
inviſible to our corporeal Eyes, tho _ 
intelligible enough to the Eyes of 
our Underſtanding. This appears 
by all- the Examples  ſubjoin*d to 
that Definition. Beſides, there can 
be properly no. Faith of things ſeen 
or preſent, for then ?ris Self-evidence 
and not Ratiocination : Hope that is 
ſeen is not Hope, for what a Man ſees Rom. 8. 
why doth he yet hope for ? But if we **7** 
hope for what we ſee got, then ao we 
with Patience watt for it. So the 
Patriarchs receivd, not the Promiſes, feb.11.13 
_ but ſaw them afar off, and-were per- 
ſwaded of them. 
55. Without conceiving Faith at- 
ter this manner, how could Chr:i# 
be term'd the Light of the World, Joh.8.12. 
the Light of the Gentiles? How 5 Tg 
_ could Believers be ſaid to have the ah 
Spirit of W, z{dom, and to have the Eph.1.17. 
Eyes of their Hearts enlizghtid ? For Ver. 18. | 
"8 4 the 
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SeQ. 3. the Light of the Heart or Unger- 
S>v>- ſtanding is the Knowledg of things ; 
and as this ; Knowledg 1 15 more or leſs, 

{o the Mind is proportionably illu- 
minated. Be zot unwiſe, ſays the 

Eph.s- 17. Apoſtle, bat underſtanding what the 
Will of the' Lord is. And in ano- 

ther place he exhorts Mea never to 

- a& in dubious Matters till they 
Rom. 14-5. are fully perſaded in their own 

> [RE 

© 56, But to all this will be ob- 

jected that remarkable Inſtance- of 

| briban s Faith, who was ready to 
facrifice his only Son, notwith- . 
ſtanding God had promisd that 

Kings ſhould deſcend of him, and 

his Seed be numerous as the Stars of 
Heaven, or the Sand upon the Sea- 

ſhore. Did Abraham blindly obey 

then, without reconciling the a 

parent ContradiCtion between Gad's 

preſent Command -and his former 
Promiſes ! ? Par from 1 it; for. *tis-ex> 

pr elly recorded, that y = that had 

Heb. 11, Teceru'd the Promiſes offer d up is 
17,1815. oply begotten, of whom it was ſaid, 


that in Iſaac Bal thy Seed be bleſſed; 


Rea- 
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* Reaſoning that God was able to raiſe Ch. 4. 
him again from the Dead, from whence WW 
alſo he had receivd him in a Figure. 
He rightly concluded that God was , 
able to revive aac by a Miracle, 'as 
| he was migaculouſly born, accord- 
ing to another Promiſe, after 'his 
Parents were paſt having Children, 
and ſo as good as dead : therefore it yer. 12. 
is elſewhere written of ' Abraham, 
that being not weak in Faith, he con- Rom. 4. 
ftder.d not his own Body now dead, 1912921 
 mhen he was about an hundred Tears 
old, neither yet the Deadneſs of Sarah's 
Womb ; nor ſtagger*d at God's Promiſe 


through Unhbeltef ; bat being. ſtrong in 
Faith he gave Glory to God, and was. 
fully \prfrade that. what he had pro- 


mis he was able alſo to perform. 

57, Now what 1s there in all 
this, but very ſtrict Reaſoning from 
Experience, | from the Poſſibility of 
the thing, and from the Power, Ju- 
ſtice and Immnrability of him that 
promis*d it? 'Nor can any Man 
ſhew me in all the New Teſtament 
NICs CO '  anO- 


ts. >. i —_—_ 
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Sect, 3. another Signification of Faith, but 
> 2 moſt firm Perſwaſton built wpon 


4,6 


ſubſtantial Reaſons. In this Senſe 


all Chriſtianity 1s not ſeldom ſtiPd | 


the Faith ; as now we uſually ſay 
that we are of this or that Perſwa- 
ſion, meaning the Profeſſion of ſome 
Religion. But ſurely nothing can 


better root and eſtabliſh our Perſwa- 


ſion than a thorow Examination 
and Trial of what we believe ; 

whereas the Weakneſs and Inſtabi- 
lity of our Faith proceed from want 
of ſufficient Reaſons for it, where- 
upon Incredulity always follows; 

then fails Obedience, which is the 
conſtant Sign and Fruit of genuine 
Faith ; and hence ſpring all the Ir- | 
r epularities of Mens Lives. He that 


En John 2. fatth I know him, and keepeth not his 


Commanaments, is a Liar ——Por he 
that ſaith he b "PE" in him, ought 
himelf alſo to walk as he walked Nor 
can it poſſibly tall out otherwiſe, but 
that he who believes without 'Un- 
derſtanding muſt be toff and car- 


Eph.4. 14: rid about with every Wind of Do- 


Grant, js the Slight and Cunning 
OW” 
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of. Men ready to decerve. .- Chee 
58. Tho the Authority of the 51S 
New Teſtament be ſo clear in this 
Matter, yet I ſhall further confirm 
it by the following Obſervations. 

Firſt, :f Faith were not a Perſwaſion 
reſalting from the previous Knowledge 
and Comprehenſion of the thing be- 
liew'd, there could be no Degrees nor 
Differences in it ; for theſe are evi 
dent Tokens that Men know more 
or leſs of a thing, as they have De- 

| fires or Opportunities to learn it. 
But that there are ſuch Degrees ap- 
pears by the Scripture, where thoſe 
that have only an imperfect and per- 
tunctory Knowledg of Religion are 
compar®d to Infants who feed only : cor.3.2. 
upon Milk ; but they who arrive at 
a more full and accurate Certainty 
are liken'd to grown Mezx that can Heb.c. 12, 
digeſt ſtronger Food, v0 OO 64 
59, My next Obſervation is, that 
the Subject of Faith muſt be intelligt- 
ble to all, ſince the Belief thereof 1s 
commanded under no leſs a Penalty 
than Damnation : He that believeth mark 15. 
not {hall bedamned. But ſhall _ T6, 
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SeQ.3. be damn'd for the Non-performance 


GY V of. Im poſſibilities ? Obligations to 


And, 1n good earneſt, to what m_ 
of 


believe do therefore ſuppoſe a Poſſi- 


- | bility to underſtand. T ſhew'd be- 
fore that Cortradittion and Nothing 


were convertible Terms; and: I 
'may now fay as much of Myſtery in 
the Theological Senſe : for, to ſpeak 
freely, Cortradiftion and Mofery are 
but two emphatick ways ot faying 


Nothing. 'Contradiition expreſſes 


Nothing by a couple of Ideas that 


deſtroy one another, and Myſtery 


expreſſes Nothing by Words that 
have no Ideas at all. 
60. The third Obſervation ſhall 


| be, that if any part of Scripture were 


unintelligible, it could never be rightly 


tranſlated, except the Sound of the 


Words, and not their Senſe, be 
look*d upon as the Revelation of 
God. Terms can by no means be 
underſtood, unleſs the things they 
denote be underſtood alſo. I may 
well underſtand Things without 


their Names, but never Names 


without knowing their Subjects; 
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that he has made a good. Verſion of 


Ll 


what he openly profeſſes not .to 
_ conceive? It cannot be imagin'd . 
how. much the Notion of Myſtery 
contributes to the Obſcurity of Scrzp- . 
zare in moſt Tranſlations. When -—- 
an able Linguiſt meets with a diffi- 
cult Paſſage, he preſently takes 1t 
fora Myſtery, and concludes it 1s to. 
no purpoſe to be at more Painsabaut 
what 1s 1n 1t ſelf inexplicable. But « 
anuncapable Tranſlator layshisown 
blundring Nonſenſe, and all the 
myſterious Fruits of his Ignorance to 
God Almighty's Charge. Theſe 
are: the Wretches who plentifully 
furniſh the Atheiftical and Profave 
with all the Matter of their Ob- 
jections againſt. Scripture, But I 
hope in Time we may ſee a Reme-. 
dy to theſe Diſorders. 
61. The fourth, Obſervation 1s, 
that except Faith ſignifies an inteligi- 


«© 
o 


6} oioafon, of panes ANA, 
Reaſon of our Hope, as Peter direQs, iper.3.1g, 
us. To fay that what webelieve 1s 


the Word of God,” will be t'no'. 
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Reaſon ; and T need not add, that 
if we may not examine and under- 


| ſtand our Faith, every Man will be 


oblig'd implicitely to continue of 
that Religion wherein he is firft 
educated. Suppoſe a Szameſe Fala- 


- poin ſhould tell a Chri/t:an Preacher 


that Sommonocodomforbad the Good- 
neſs of his Religion to be trid by 
the Lightof Reaſon ; how could the 


Chriſtian confute him, if he likewiſe 


ſhould maintain that certain Points 
of Chriſtianity were above Reaſon ? 
The Queſtion would not be then, 
whether Myſteries might be allow*d 
in,the true Religion, but who had 
more Right to inſtitute them, Chre## 


_ or Sommonocodom ? 


62, My laſt Obſervation ſhall be, 
that either the Apoſtles could not write | 
more intelligibly of the reputed Myſte- 
ries, or they would not, It they would 
not, then *tis no longer our Fault it 
we neither underſtand nor believe 
them : And if they could not write 
more clearly themſelves, they were 
{o much leſs to expect Credit from 
others. 62, But 


Chriſtianity not Myſteriqus. . 14.3 
6 3. But *tis affirm'd, that God Ch. 4. | 
has a Right to require the Afﬀſent of WV 
his Creatures to what they cannot com- 
prehend; and, queſtionleſs, he may 
command whatever 1s juſt and rea» | 
ſonable, for to a& Tyrannically 
do's only become the Devi/., ButT 
demand to what end ſhould God re- 
quire us to believe what we-cannot 
_ underſfand ? Toexerciſe, ſome ſay, 
our Diligence. Butthus at firſt fight 
looks ridiculous, as if the plain Du-. 
ties of the Goſpel and our neceſſary 
Occupations were not ſufficient to 
employ all our time, But how ex- 
erciſe our Diligence ? Is it poſſible « 
for us to under{tand thoſe Myſeres 
at laſt, or not? If it be, then all T 
contend for is gafn'd ; for IT never 
pretended that the Goſpe! could be 
underſtood without due Pains and 
Application, no more than. any 
other Book. But if it be1mpoſhble 
aſter all to underſtand them, this 1s 
ſuch a piece of Folly and Imperti- 
nence as no ſober Man would be 
guilty of, to puzzle Peoples Heads 
with what they could never @>n- 
*_” ceive, 
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Seft. 3. ceive, to exhort toand command the 
&yYY Study: of them. ; and all-this to keep 


*em from Idleneſs, when they can 
ſcarce -find leiſure enough for what 
is on all hands grantedto be intelli- 
ible. hs 1 Sa 
x 64. Others ſay that God has en- 
join'd the Beliet of My/feries to make 
us more humble, But how ? By 
| letting us ſee the ſmall Extent of our 
Knowledg. But this extraordinary 
Method is quite needleſs,. for Expe- 


rience acquaints us with that fy 


day; and I have ſpent a whole 
Chapter in the ſecond Section of 
this Book, to prove that we have not 
an adequate Idea of all the Proper- 
ties, and no Idea of the real Eſſence 
of any Subſtancein the World. It 
had been a much better Anſwer, 
that God would thus abridg our 
Speculations, to gain us. the more 
time for the practice of what we 
Underſtand. * But many cover 4 
 Multitude of Sins by their Noiſe and 
Heat on the behalf of ſuch fooliſh 
and unprofitable Speculations. 


_ 65, From 
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65. Fromall theſe Obſervations, Ch: 4. 
and what went before, it evidently &\V 
follows that Faith is ſo far from be- 
ing an implicite Aſſent to arly thing 
above Reaſon, that this Notion dt- 
rely contradits the Ends of Reli- 
gion, the Nature of Man, and the 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God. But 
at this rate, ſore will be apt to ſay, 
Faith is no longer Faith but Kpons 
ledg. I anſwer, that if Kyowleds 
be taken for a preſent and immed:r 
ate View of things, T have no where 
affirned any thing like it, but the 
contrary in many Places. But if by 


Kyowleds be meant ky ne ng 
what is believ'd, then I ſtand by 1 
that Faith is Kyowleds : Thave all. 
along mainfain'd it, and the very 
Words are promiſcuouſlly usd for . 
one another in the Goſpel. We know, 
Z: e, we believe, that this is indeed the joti.4.44. 
Chrixt, the Saviour of the World, T 
know and am perſwaded by the Lord Rom: ig. 
Jeſus that there is nothing unclean of "4 
2 ſelf. Ton know that your Labour if i Cot; rg: 
aot i72 vain ih the Lord: -- © 385 


+l 66. Others - 


- 
a. ny SS 
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Sect. 3. 
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" Chridien 4 Rh not M ſteric | 
- 66. Others will fay tl at this N 0- 
tion of Faith makes Revelation wſe- 
leſs. But, pray, how 10? for the 
Queſtion is not, whether we could 


_ diſcover all the Ob; es of our Faith 


by Ratiocination : q have prov'd on 
the contrary, that no Matter of Fa 


can be known without Revelation; 


But I aſſert, that what is once re- 
veaPd we muſt as well underſtand 
as any other Matter in the World, 
Revelation being only of uſe to en: 


form us, whilſt the Evidence of its 


Subject perſwades us. Then, Te- 
ply they, Reaſon is of more Dignity 
than Revelation, I anſwer, Juſt as 
much as a Greek Grammar is {uperi- 
our to the N ew Teſtament : for We 


L-4 «4 © e+e 


the Language, and of Reaſon to 
comprehend the Senſe of that Book. 
But, in a word, I ſee no need of 
Compariſons 4n this Caſe, for Rea- 
_ 15 not leſs from God than Reve- 
[ation ; *tis the Candle, the Guide, 
ava Judg he has lodg'd' within eve- 
Man that cometh. into this 


World. 
67. Laſtly, 


8ir he PA or 61 
hive ſuch a Fairh as T i wy 
Truly if this can be We out, 
may paſs fot a greater M 54's 37:00 
any ”SyRem of Divinity in C ri So 
dom can aFord': for yon can | 
rfidre ftrdnte atid TORIHRA, thin than 
that the.cohithon People will res 
believe what is uriinte It tgible, in- 
comp chenfble, and above their 
Reifons, than what is ealy, 
_ ard ft ted to their Cap feities: 
the Vulgar are i, gd to; 
Ch1i#, who hada better Opinion of 
them han theſe Men; . for he 
preactd hs Goffel toth em in a ſpe- 
cial manner ; ahd they, on the eb — 
titnd; Md him gladly ; "be becauſe; Mark 12, = 
no doubt, the eRood hjs In- 37: 
firudtions nyt than the my feerious 
Fefures of their Prie/ts and Scribes. 
The utiborrupted Dottrines of Chri- 
ff#antty atE'rio: above their Reach or 
Eompretienſon, but rhe Gibberiſh 
of oh Diemity Schools they _ 
derftand not. It is' to them the 
Fanguage of the Beaſt, and is in- 

tn conſiftent 


Y, Plain, 
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$eQ. 3 . conſiſtent with their Condition in 
NS this World, when their © very 
| Teachers muſt ſerve above an Ap- 
prenticeſhip to maſter it, before 

| they begin the Stud K. the Bible. 
How {ſlowly muſt the Goſpe/ have 
mov*qd at the ein 1 rack as 
were calPd to preach it had been F 

oblig*d to qualify themſelves after 

this manner ! And no wonder that 

it has ſuch little EfleAts now upon 

Mens Lives, after it is ſo miſerably 
deform'd and almoſt ruwd by f 
thoſe unintelligib! e and extravagant |} « 
Terms, Notions, and Rites of Pagan. 
or Jewiſh Original. \ 

68. Thus I have diſtinttly an-. 

ſwer'd the ſeveral ObjeAtions made' iſ - 
| to me, and TI ſhall add no more'On 
this Subj ett of Faith, when I have 
confider'd 2 Paſſage in the firſt Epi- 
{tle to Petex, where it is written, 

that the Angels defire to ſee into cer- 
tain things ; yet thoſe things are 11ot | 
inconceivable. Myſteries, but the Co- 
ming of Chriſt and the Goſpel-State 
of Salvation, which were divinely 

oretold to the Jews,” and path To 
whit 


(Chriſtianity nat Myſterious. 149. 
which they carefully reaſon'd-then, Ch. 4. 
tho, .now. thoſe things are fulfilPd;, & VV 
we are not permitted that Liberty. 
Receiving the end of your Faith, 1ays 1 Per. 1. 
Peter, the Salvation of your Souls ; 97 o 

_ of which Salvation the Prophets have 
enquir'd and diligently ſearch*d, who 
propheſi'd of the Grace that ſhould 
come unto you ; ſearching what or what 
manner of time the Spirit of Chri#t 

_ which -was in them aid ſignify, when it _ 

 reſtifyd «Ar poo the Sufferings of 

Ghrift and the Glory that ſhould fol- 
low : Unto whom it was reveal*a, that 

\ 20t anto themſelves, but unto us they 
did miniſter the things which | are now 
reported unto you by them that have 
preach'd unto you by the Holy 
Gho#t ſent down from Heaven, which 
things the Angels defire to look into. 
Now here's no great My/tery 1n all 
this, that the Azge/s, who being fi- , 

| nite Creatures, can know nothing 
| but by Experience, Ratiocination or 
Revelation, ſhould be as curious as 
the Jews to penetrate into thoſe fu- 
ture Events of fuch Importance, and 
lo very obſcurely reveald. 
L 3 69. When 
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nefleual, - the. ley 
ry: fly. to Miracles as their ba 
fuge : . but: this 1s too. weak a 65 
to make any. long Reſiſtance, and 
we doubt.not of beating. em, quicks 7 
ly thence. with Eaſe and Safety... Bug 
ſceing, for the moſt. part, the State 
of this Controverſy is never dilting; 
ly - laid, I ſhall firſt endeavaur- ta; 
give a clear Notion of the Nature of: 
yn Miracles, and then ave it. tO, be. 


Reaſon to a prehend.- an Da er. 
from this gots "y Danger 
then. is ſome. Aion exceeding all hg- 
mane Power, and, which the Laws of 
Natare cannot perform by their ordi: 
zary Operations. 

70. Now whatever. 1s contrary 
to Reaſon can be no Miracle, far it 
has been ſufficiently prov'd already, 
that Contradidion 15 only another 

, word for Impoſſible or Nothing. 
The miraculous Action therefore. 
muſt be ſomething. in it ſelf intelli- 
gible and poſſible, tho the manner 
of doing it. be extraordinary. Fo 
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fa Mar. | to! wa as 
| f Fire is conceival ke, and poſſhb 
too, Hot 1d any thu ard ap ff 

pelling the Heat and Flames ſur- 


rot him: but when ſuch a Secu- 


C Tance, but is the immediate Ef 
feRt' of fur 


do's ſometimes Ms Sight to the 


Blind, and a Hand or Foot muſt 
dry up, | when the Circulation of | 
lood and Humours1 is too much 


excluded from. it : but if without 
 theordinary Time and Applications 


| thoſe Members be cur'd -in an In- 


ſtarit; at the Command or Deſire of 
any Perſon, ſuch LN 15 truly 
miraculous, as well as the ſudden 
Reftoration of a fick Body to Health, 
which Art or Nature muſt ſpend a 
great deal of Time and Painsupon. 
71.No Miracle then iscontrary to 
Reaſon, for the Aftion muſt, be in- 
 telligible, and the Performance of 
it appear moſt eaſy 1 to the Author of 
Nature, who may command all its 


Principle $ at his Pleaſure. Theretore 


L 4 _ al 


" 1s not provided by Art K: - 


pernatural Power, then i it 
makes a Mak.  Anable Phyſcian | 
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all thoſe Miracles are fititious,where+ 
in. there occur any Contradictions, 


as that Chr ly was born. without: 


opening any Paſſage out, of the Yer- 
girs Body ; that a Head ſpokeſome 
Days after it was ſever*d from the 
Body, and the "Tongue cut out ; 
with Multitudes of this kind that 
may be met with among the Papiſ's 
the Jews, the Bramins, the Mahome-. 


| tans, and in all Places where the 
Credulity of the People makes *em 


a Merchandize to their Prieſts, _ 

72. Let us next conſider, that God 
is not ſo prodigal of Mzracles, asto, 
work any at random. 'Fhe Order 
of Nature 1s not alter*d, ftopp'd or 
forwarded, unlefs for fome weighty 


Defign pecmming the Divine Wit- 


dom and Majeſty, And, indeed, 
we learn from Scripture and Reaſon, 
that no Miracle 1s ever wrought 
without ſome ſpecial and important 
End, which 1s either appointed by 
thoſe for whom the Miracte is made, 
or intended and declar'd by him that 
works it. If the Apoſtles had barely 
eur'd the blind, the deaf, the lame, - 


the 
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the" diſea&d, this would certainly Ch. 4. 
procure *m an extraordinary E- Vo. 


| ſteem; and in ſome Places too Di-| 
vine Worſhip, as it hapned to Paz/ 


and Barnabas at Lyſtra, when they*A8s 14 
had curd a born Cripple withourx,*”> *< 


any farther Circumſtance ; but this 
was only a Means to gain the Atten- 
tion of theſe Idolaters to the Do- 
frine' they were about to preach in 
their City. Nor is there any. 1Mz- 
 racle mention'd in the New Tefta- 
»ent, but what ſerv*d to confirm 
the Authority of thoſe that wrought 
it, to procure Attentpn to the Do-. 
Qtrines of the Goſpel, or for the like 
wiſe and reaſonable Purpoſes. | 

73. By this Rule the celebrated 
Feats of Goblins and Fairies, of 
Witches, of Conjarers, and all the 
Heathen Prodigies,muuſt be accounted 
idle and ſuperſtitious Fables ; for in 
all theſe there appears no End de- , 
ſerying a Change in Nature. Be-., 
ſides, they evidently. contradi&t our *' 


Idea of God, and quite ſubvert his . 
Providence. Diabolical Deluſions . 
wauld hereby receive equal Confir- | 
= 0; FL | mation 


$» 3. mation with Divine F ” VE F 


WY tb actorbeng perfottn's i fav 2 


of both.. Nay; the" ers of” 
the Devsl and his' Afents Ota ik: F-: 
finitely exceed in Numberan@Qua- 
lity thoſe of God' aha his Servants : 
whicl# Aſertion' muft- hold true! 
wete1to Stbiles belic/a but eh& beſt” 
atteſted 'in every” County of  Eng-. 
layd, toſpeik nothing of more Ccre- ' 
dulous' Nations ; for” it is very ob- 
ſervable, that' the' more! igndrant 
and! barbarous any People remain, 
you ſhall find*ermoſt abound with | 
Tales :of this nature; -and ſnd in 
far greater Awe of Sat as than Jeho- 
vah. Ina word, the Heathers, af- 
ter this rate, wotild' be rivetted in 
their Iablatry, and the'uglieft Hag 
or moſt: beggarly* Aſtrologer e 
Iize the' Prophets and” A; hes 
But why ſhould good Reafons be 
ſpent in confuration' of mere'Fi&ti- 
ons? for 'T challenge any Perfon 
whatſoever toproduce one Inſtance 
of ' theſe” lying Wonders that con- 
tains all the true' ChiraRers of Hi- 
TR_—_ Evidence; and withal” I 
dare 


B77 if 'the. Belief of any" Miru- 


_ e/es; except Diane: ones, be grant- 


_ £9, 

24. Aiter what has bean alres- 
4 i-abſerv'd, I need not; add; 
. Miacles: fecretly. 


performid, Or 


adn: that Parem/e y to whoſe 


Profit and: Advantage the Belief of 
them: turns, muſt be rejeted as 
counterfeit. acl falſe; for as: ſuch 
cannob bear the Teſt of moral Cer- 
titude;. ſo they contradi&t the v 

Defign' of Miracles, which mb 
ways wroughtin favour of the Un- 


believing. But the. Papifts alone 


mult be the-Witneſles of their own 
Meracles,. and' never the Hereticks 
they: would convert by them : nor 
is. their- Practice: leſs ridiculous in 
confirming'one Miracle by another; 
as: that of Tranſubſtantiation, for in- 
ſtance, by Millions of other Prodi+ 
gies which-may-be read 1 in their Le- 
genes. 
| . From af this laid together; 
it follows, that nothing m_— to 
ea- 


fre: COga - © »2S: (ah to- prove 'the Chua. 
pndneſs%of the Acoram as'of the ra 


that 
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SeR. 3. Reaſon, whether you conſider:the 
wY— Attion or Deſign, 1s miraculous. 


But there's a good old' Diſtinction 
that ſerves all turns: Tho Mcrracles 
are not contrary to Reaſon, ſays 
one, yet they are ſurely above. it. 
In what Senfe pray? Which is above 
Reafon, the Thing or the Manner 
of it? If it be anfwer'd, the laſt, I 
ſuppoſe the Objector thinks I mean 
by Miracle {ome - Philoſophical Ex- 
periment, or ſome Phenomena that 
 ſurprizesonly by its Rarity. Could 
E tell how a Mzrracle was wrought, 
T believe I might do as much my - 
ſelf ; but what may be ſaid to have 
been this or that way perform'd, 1s 
no Miracle at all. It ſuffices there- 
fore, tliat the Truth of the Action 
be demonſtrated, and the Poſſibi- 
 Iity of it, toany Being able to go- 
vern Nature by inſtantaneoul]y ex- 

tracting, mollifying, mixing, infu- 
{ing, conſolidating, &c. and this, 
it, may 'be, by the Miniſtry of 
thouſands at once ; for Miracles are 
produc*d according to the Faws of 
Nature, tho above 1ts ordinary O- 
perations, 


Goes not ; 26 Moſteriow. 157 | 


perations, which are therefore ſu- Ch. 4. | 

pernaturally aſhſtedy WY 
76. But finally, it wall be ſaid, S, 

that in the. State of the Qaeſtion, at 

the beginning of my Book; I mains 

tain'd the Manner as well as the 

Thing was explicable. Byt of 

what? of Miracles? No; but of * 

thoſe- | Dodrines' 1n Confirmation 

whereof the Mzracles are wrought. 

This I ftand by ſtill, and may add, 

I hope, that I have clearly prov*d it 

too : -But toſay as much of Mire- 

cles would be to make *em no. Mir a- 

cles, which ſhews the Impertinence 

of this Obje&ion ; tho People in 

Diſtreſs are-generally allow'd to 2 do 

any Toy" 


Rom. 10:4. 77. 


When, | wy and by w Ad were « y- 
 ftinpity. 77 


"HE End of the LAW be- 
' inp Righteonſneſs, TE: 


Mat.g.17. SUS CHR 'ST carne not to des - 


ſtroy, bat to fulfil it + tor hefully and 
clearly preach'd the phreſt Morals 
he taught that reaſonable Worſhip, . 
_ and thoſe juſt Conceptions of "Hea- 
ven and Heavenly "Things, whict 
were more obfcarely fign a or 
deſignd by the Legal Obſervatiotis: 
So having ſtripp*d the Truth of all 
thoſe external Types and Ceremo- 
nies which made it difficult before; 
he readred it eaſy"and” dbvious to 
the meaneſt Capacities. His Diſci- | 
ples and Followers kept to this Sim- 
plicity for ſome conſiderable time, 
tho very early divers Abuſes began 
to get footing amongſt them. The 
tonverted "a þ who continyd 


mighty 


eigh ty -fond "f their Lovitical Rite hs b- 


7 ould willingly retain 
- Jo pens” be Chriſtians tao. Thus 


what at the Begiooing was but _ 


ated in wesker Bre 


FA'G "OIE 


came afterwards a part of Chriflic 


#ity it ſelf, under the Pretence of 
Pefulnh Preſcription or Tradi tion. 
8. But this-was nothing 7 COM- 

"4 to the Injury dane. to Religi 
; pry Gentiles ; ; who, asthey were 
broſel ted in greater Numbers than 


_ the Jeus, ſothe Abuſes gs intro- 


duc'd were of tnore rous and 
univerſal Influence. ey .were 
not a little Cn keliz'd at the plain 
Dreſs of the Goffel; with the won- 
derful. Facility of the Dodtrines it 


 contain'd, having been accuſtom'd 
all their Lives to the pompous Wor- 


{hip and. ſecret Myſteries of Deities 
without Number. The C briftions 


on the other hand were careful to- 


remave all Obſtacles lying in the 
way. of the Gentiles, hey thought 
the. moſt effettual way. of gaining 
them over to their ſide was by com- 
Pounding, the Matter , vm led- 

© 30] 


7 


with the ſtricteſt Secrecy; and, to 
be inferiour to their Adverſaries in 
no Circumſtance,” they permitted 


none to aſhft at them, but ſuch as 
were antecedently prepar'd or #7 


tiated, And to inſpire their Cate-: 


chumens with moſt ardent Deſires of © 


Participation, they gave out that 


what was ſo induſtriouſly hid were 
* tremendous and anutterable Myſte- 
FIES. | 


_ 79. Thus leſt Simplicity,the nobleſt 


Ornament of the Truth, ſhould ex- 


poſe it to the Contempt of Unbe- 
hevers, Chriſtzaxity was put upon 
an equal Level with the My/erzes of 
Ceres, or the Orgies of Bacchus. 


Mii. th 
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"D bye the Name of 40 
_ Burſuchis always the Fruit of pru- 
dential and condeſcending Terms 
_ of Converſionin Religion; where- 

by the Num r and not the Sinceri- 
ty of Profeſforsis mainly intended, 

| 80. When onee the Philoſophers 

thought it their Intereſt to turn Chre- 
_ ffians, Matters grew every Day 
worſe and worſe : for they not on- 
ly retain'd the Air, the Genius, and 
{ſometimes the Garb of their ſeveral 
Sefts, but moſt of their erroneous 
Opinions too. And whilethey pre- 
tended to imploy their Philoſophy in « 
Defence of Chr:/tzanity, they ſo con- 
founded them together, that what 
before was plain to every one, did 
now become intelligible only to the 
Learned, who ;made it ſtill leſs evi- 
vent by their Litigious TE iſputes and 
vain Subtilties. We muſt not-for- 
get that the Philoſophers werefor 
making no meaner a;Figure among 
the Chriſtians than they did former- 
ly among the Heathens ; but this 


M Wis 


4'62 


Sect. 3: 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious, = 
was. what they could not poſſibly 


Av effe,, without rendring every thing 


Quuaries, . Fanes or Chappels, to 


abſtruſe: by Terms or otherwiſe, 
and ſo. making themſelves ſole Ma- 
ſters of the Interpretation. 


$x, T hele Abuſes became almoſt 
incurable, when the ſupreme Ma- 
oiftrate-did openly countenance the 
Chriſtiaz Religion. Mpltitudes then 
proteſs*d themſelves of the Em- 
peror's Perſwaſion, -only to make 
their Court and mend their Fortunes 
by it, or to preferve thoſe Places 


_ and Preferments whereof they were 


poſſeſs'd. Theſe continud Pagays 
12 their Hearts ; and it may be eaſi- 


| ly imagin'd that they carri?dall their 


old Prejudices along with them into 
a Religzon which they purely em- 
brac'd out of Politick Conſiderations: 
And ſo it conſtantly happens, when 


' the Conſcience is foxg?d and not per- 


ſwaded, which was a while after 
the Caſe of thele Hearhens. 

82. The zealous Emperors e- 
reed ſtately Churches, and con- 
verted the Heathen Temples, San- 


the 


the Uſe of Chr Ch. 57 
ous Expiation, and placing the Sigh «WV 
of the'Croſs in them to aiſare their 
Pofleflion to Chrif. All their En- 
dowments, with the Benefices of the 
Prieſts, Flamens, Augurs, and the- . 
whole ſacred "Tribe; were” appro-= 
priated to the Chriffi4n Clergy, Nay 

their very Habits,” -as white ' Linen 
Stoles, Mitres,-and the like; were 
retaind, to bring thoſe, as was pre- 
tended, to an imperceptible Change; 
whocould not be reconcil'd to the 
Chriſtiau Simplicity, and Poverty. 

But indeed the Deſign at bottom » 
was to 1htroduce the Riches, Pomp 
and Dignities 'of the Clergy which 
immediately ſucceeded. - z 

_ 83. Things being in this Condi- 
tion, and the Rites of Baptiſm and 

the Sepper being very ſenſibly aug- 
mented, 1t will not be amiſs before 

I paſs further to lay down a ſhort 

_ Parallel of the antient Heathen 

and new-coin'd Chrifttian © My/?e- 
ries, * And I ſhall endeavour fo 

to do it, as'to make-4t evident 
they were "one in [Narure, - how- 

__ 0 8 .&ver 


* a> 


m_—— 3. ever different: in their . SubjeQs.- 


84. Firſt, T heir Terms were'ex- 
atly the ſame without any Alte- 
_ _ ration: 'They both made uſe of the 
Mont words initiating and perfeiting.They 
Munoas, both calPd their M TS T J R I E d 
Teauerus Miyeſeis, T eleioſeis, T eleiotika, Epop- 
LPT reias, &c. They both look*'d upon 
©twns. Initiation as a kind of deifying. And 
they both ſtiPd their Prieſts My/7a- 
Teerme* gogues, Myſtes, Fieroteleſtes, &C. 


/ 
LLC 


85. Secondly, The Preparatives to 

their Initiations were the ſame. 

— The Gemrzles usd ſeveral * Waſh- 
K2Sugus. 1Ngs and Luſtrations 5 they s 1 faſted, 
and || abſtain'd from Women before 
Initiation; tho the wiler ſort did 

laugh at thoſe who thought. wen 

_ Attt 


WM mem 


* Sacerdos flipatum me relipioſa cohorte de- 
ducir ad, proximas balneas, & prids ſueto lavacro 
rradirum, prefatus Detim veniam, puriflime cir- 

.cumrorans abluir.  Apul. 

Ter caput irrorar,tereollit ad ſydera palmas. Ovid. 
T *Byngzuar, Emoy T KUXAD VA Arnob.. lib, S, 
mmm —Diſcedite ab aris, 
' Queis tulit hefterna gaudia vote Venus, Tibul. 


PF. } ; By. £ SET-3.- 
i oF £ Þ (> CAT ELIE... 
. ; e-# Es Tt | FAY TE. 1 
a 4 (i OP ka SR FEBS tt a Gi 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 1665 


Actions could-lj} expiate Sin or ap- Ch. 5... 
peaſe Heaven. But the Fathers, wwe 
the admird Fathers,” imitated them 

-inall theſe things; and this was, the 
Origin of Abſtinence from certai 
kinds of Meat, of your mock, an- 
niverfary Faits, and the Clerical 
Celibacy. {Ant OY 


86. Thirdly, The Chriſtians kept 
their Myſteries as ſecret as the Hea- 
thens did theirs. * Chryſoftom ſays, 

We ſhut the Doors when we celebrate 
our Myſteries, and exclude the unini- 
tiated, + Baſil of Cefarea aflures us, 

| that the Efteem of Myſteries is pre- 
ſerwd only by Silence. And || Sywe= . 
fras ſays, that the Gentile Myſteries 

were perform'd by Night, becauſe their 
Veneration proceeds frons Mens Jgno- 
rance about them. But why ſhould +. 

M 3 that 


ara th... 


[[] Ah nimium faciles qui riſtia crimina czdis, - 
Fluminea tolli potſe puraris aqua.. Ovid, 
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Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 


. that deſerve Blame in others, goad 


wr flyfas #5, which you allow in your 


own Party ? or 1s it thatthe Chri- 
fſtians have a better Right to th e= 
ries than the Gentiles Pr! 


$ "- Foarthly, The Fathers were 
Rn? cautious not to ſpeak 1n- 
telligibly of their 1M/teres before 
Unbelievers or the Catechumens ; 
whence you frequently meet in their 
Writings with theſe or the like Ex- 
preſſions, * The Initiated know, the 
Foitias fed underſtand what T ſay. And 
as the Heathens did by Proclamati- 
n + drive away all the Profane 
Som their Myfteries, ſo the Dea- 
cons of the Primitive Church _ 
aloud before the Celebration of Ba 
tiſm, but chiefly of the Supper, || G 
out all you Catechumens, walk out af 
that are not initiated, or ſomething 


to this Effect. 
s 8. Fifth- 
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AE 9ev0D: -"# 
T Ovexs 6260s Penn. 

[f O22 29-0 5uevet T- ANTE £6 TMEeLTmaT 
TE 0008 &AVATU.. | 2 4s 


© Tp > tes 
F282. + RT Abt Te 


188.- Fifthly, [The Steps and De- WV 
grees in both their Tnitiations are the 
ſame, The Heathens had *. five » 
Degrees neceflary . to Perfection. | 
Firit, common Purgation ;, Secondly, 
more private Purgation; Thirdly, 
a liberty of ſtanding amongst the 1n;- 
tiated ; Fourthly, Initiation; and, 
Laftly, 7he Right of ſeeing every 
thing, or being Epopts. Among 
the Chriſtians ikewiſe there were - 
five Steps by which their Penitents « 
were re-admitted to Communion. 
\ Firſt they were oblig'd to remain 
ſome Years ſeparate. from the Con- 
gregation lamenting their Sins, _ 
whence this Step was call'd Proclag- Teyxaav- 
 fis. Secondly, they were remov'd *” | 
nearer the People, where during 
three Years they might hear the 
Priefts tho not ſee them : this Step 
. was therefore calPd Acroaſts. Third- arggan;. 
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SR. ly for ee £200 mor _ Se 
SA hear. and ſee, but not mix. with the 
_ Congregation: this Peyiod. wascall'd 


"YroTTw- 
"% ſtand. with the People, but gotire- 

_  ceivethe Sacraments; this was their 
Emn;. Sytaks, | And, Fifthly, they, were 
: mitted. Communion, which 


Mitts. was. all'd  Methexis. The new 


Converts likewiſe, under Preparati- 
on. to.participate, of the Myſteries, 
were ftiPd Catechamers ; then come 
petent.; and, laſtly, Epopts, 'per- 


fedt, ®y Believers: which are the 


yery Degrees in Name and Qualit ty, 
to which Pythagoras oblig'd bis Diſ- 
ciples. 

89. 1 could draw outtthis Parallel 
_ larger, but here's enough to 
ſhew $a C briſtianity became myſte- 


24h degenerate into mere Paga- 


90. Myſtery prevaild very little. 


in the firſt Hundred or Century of 
Year S after Chri ; but} 1intheNecond- 
4 and 


Hpoptoſes. Fourthly, - they might 


r:ioas, and how ſo divine an Inftitu« 
tion did, through: the Cratt and; 
Ambition of Prieſis and Philoſo:.. 


dene- Faſtings a W 


iy comannyt in the Books of the 


Adminiſtration. Ni ext were Sad 
Injection'of Salt and Wine into the 
Mouths of the Baptiz'd, and a fe-. 
cond UnQtion, with Impoſition of 
Hands: But in later times. there 
was no end of Lights, Exorciſms, 
Exfufflations, and many other Ex- 
travagancies 'of Heathen Original. 
From this' Source ſprang not only 
the Belief of Oens, Preſages, Appa- 
ritions, and other vulgar Obſervati- 
ons among Chriſtians; but alſo 
es," Altars, Muſick, Dedications 
of Chur ches, and in them diſtin 
Places for the Laity, (as they 
ſpeak) and the Clergy : tor there 1s 
nothing like theſe in' the Writings 
of the Apoftles;but they areall plain- 


Gen- 


1zo Chnſtanity nat Myſterious; 
Seft. 3. Gentiles, and was. the Subſtance of 
ww ther Worſhip » DIEIe 
--91.All the Rites os; the Sapper; 
too tedious to. particularize,. were 
intreduc'd by degrees aiter rhe 
ſame manner. -- So by indeavouring 
- to make the plaineſt things in the 
World/appear ”73fterioxs, their very 
Nature and Uſe were abſotutely 
perverted and deſtroyed, and are 
not yer fully reſtor'd by the pureſt 
Reformations in Chriſtendom. | 
92. Now their own Advantage 
being the Motive that put the _ 
mitive Clergy upon reviving AMy/# 
ry, they quickly erected theme! ves 
by its Aſſiftance 1nto a ſeparate and : 
politick Body, tho not ſo ſoon into oo \ 
their various Orders and Degrees. 
For in the two firſt Centuries we. 
meet with no. ſab-Deacons, Readers, 
or the hke; much leſs with the 
Names or Dignities of Popes, Car- 
ainals, Patriarchs, Mctropolitans, 
Archbiſhops, Briadates, Suffrazans, | 
Archadeacons, Deans, C hencellors, Vie 
cars, or their numerous Dependants 


and Retinue. But in -{mall time 
the 
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Myſtery made way: for thoſe -andife- Ch.'s.” 
veral other Uſurpations upon-/Man- wvY 
| kind, under pretence''of Labarters Y 
t#n the Lord's Vintyard, © 
93. The Decrees or Conſtiruti- 
ons' concerning Ceremonies and *Dyſ- 
cipline, to mncreaſe: the Splendor of 
this new State, did -ftrangely attect 
or ſtupify the Minds of the ignorant 
People; and made them! believe. 
they were in good earneſt Media- 
' tors between and Men, that 
could fix SanCtity to certain Times, 
Places, Perſons or Actions. By this 
Means the Clergy were able todo 
any thing j they engrols'd at length 
the ſole Right of interpreting Scrzp- 
tare, and with it clainvd Infallibility, 
to their Body. \- $27 UL: 
94. This is the true Origin and 
Progreſs of the Chriſt:an Myſteries; 
and we may obſerve how great a 
{hare of their Eſtabliſhment is ow- 
ing to Ceremonies, Thele never fail 
to take off the Mind from the Sub- 
{tance of Religion, and lead Men 
into dangerous Miſtakes : for Cere- 
monies being, eaſily oblerv*d, every 
one 
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HV that exattly. performs them. F 
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onethinks: himſelf religious. 


there is nothing ſo naturally 


7 oO FYK" 
ſite -as Ceremony\ and Chriſtianity. 
The latter diſcovers Religion naked _ 
to all- the World, and the former 


delivers .it under myſtical Repreſen- 


cations of a merely arbitrary Signi- 


fication. EE £ 
95. It is vifble then that Cere- 


monies perplex inſtead of explain- 
mg; but ſuppoling they made 


things eafier, then that would bethe 


beft Religion which had moſt of 


them, for they are generally, and 


_ may all be made, equally fignifica- 


tive. A Candle pur into the Hand 
of the Baptiz'd, to denote the Light 
of the Goſpel, 15 every whit as good 
a Ceremony as to make the Sign of 
the Croſs in token of owning, Chriſt 
for their Maſter and Saviour. ,Wine, 
Milk and Honey ſignify ſpiritual 
Nouriſhment, Strength and Glad- 


neſs, as well as ſtanding at the Go- 
ſpe! betokens our Readineſs to hear 


or profeſs it. 
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Iigion in fuch Fookfies ; nor any - © 
ag ſo-baſe as by theſe fraudulent 


Arts to'make the Goſpel -of no effeQ, 


unleſs as far -as' it ſerves 'a Patty. 
- But T ſhalt have a better-Occaſion of os | 


exhauſting the SubjeA of Ceremonies 
RO INS F treat of*em here only: as 

ey made up the Geztzle OI 

were afterwards brought in to 
opeliieate thoſe of the ' Chriſtians. 
But as the vaſt Multitudes of the 
latter rendred. all ſecret Rites almoſt 
impoſſible, ſo to preſerve the My- . 
fſtery, things were purpoſely made 
downright unintelligible. In this 
Point our pretended Chri/t:zars out- 
didall the Myſteries of the Heathens; 
for the Honour 'of theſe might be 
deftroy'd by Diſcovery, orthe bab- 
bling Tongue of any initiated Per- 
ſon: But the new Myſteries were « 
ſecurely plac'd above the Reach of 
allSenſe and Reaſon, 
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The 


The CONCLUSION 


HUS I have endetvour'd 
to ſhew others, what Pri 
= tully convinc'd 'of iny ſelf, 
that there''s no MISTERYT in 
CHRISTIANITY, -or the moſt 
perfect Religion ; and that by Con- 
Tequence nothing contradiffory or in- 
conceivable, however made an Arti- 
cle of Faith, can becontain'd in the 
_ Goſpel, if it be really the Word'of 
God : for I have hitherto argu'd dn- 
ly upon this Suppoſition, - for the 
* ole to be ſeen towards the End 
___ of the Preface. My next Task 

oh efore is (God willing) to prove 

the Dottrines of the New Teſt zment 
_ perſpicuous, poſhble, and mot 
worthy of God, as well as ail calcu- 
lated for the his heſt Benefits of 
Man: Some will not thank me, 
it's probable, for ſo uſeful an Under- 
taking ; and others will make mea 
Heretick in grain for what I have 
perform'd already. But as it is Du- 
ty and no Body's Applauſe which 15 


the 


VE 
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= 
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muſt be alſo the -C:HURCH, of 


1nftead 'of a Reproach the ron 


Ning are ready to call thewhole in 
_queſtion.: This Offence is plainly - 
taken, -not given. ; and my Deſign 
15 nothing the leſs good, 1t all-dif- 
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the Rule of my a ſo, God 
3 F.no/ more) wkie this ched 
and ridiculous Nicknaime of a He- 
retickthan Paul did before meWTfo 

Tatknowledgno ORTHO D aÞ Y 
but the TRUT'H; and; Pm 
where-ever the 7 R UVT Hi is there 


God I'mean, and not any Humane 
Faction or Policy." © Beſides, - the +» 
Imputation of Heterodoxy being now 
as-liberal upon the {lighteſt Occaſt- 
ons, - out of Ignorance, Paſhon or 
Malice, as in the Days, of Ireneas 
and Epiphanins, {0-1t 15 many times 


Honour imaginable. 

Some good Men may be apt 
tofay, that ſuppoling my Opinion 
never ſotrue, 1t may notwithſtand- 

-Occa fion much harm.; becauſe 
n- People find themſelves int 
ws upon in any part of Religiop, 


pos'd Perſons abuſeat, *as they: fre- 
quently 
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and Myfteries unjuſtly charg?d upon 
_- Religion, which occafion fo many 


to become De#fts and Atheiſts. And 
it ſhould'be conſider'd likewiſe, that 
when any,not acquainted with it,are 
dazPd by the ſudden Splendorof the 


Truth, their Number 15 not compa- 


rable to theirs who ſeecclearly by its 
Eight. Becauſe {everal turwd Liber- 


_ times and Atheiſts when PRIEST- 


CRAFT was laid fo open at'the 
Reformation, were Luther, Catuin 
or Apinglins to be blam'd for it ? 
or which ſhould weigh moſt with 
them, theſe few prejudic'd Scepticks, 
or thoſe thouſands they converted 
from the Superſtitions of Rome ? 
Pm therefore for giving no Quarter 
to Error under any pretence ; and 
will be ſure, where-ever I have A- 


bility or Opportunity, to expoſe tin 


its true Colours, without rendring 


- my Labour ineftectual by weakly 
mincing or ſoitning of any thing: 
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